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Message from the Vice-Chancellor

It is with great pleasure that | congratulate the
Faculty of Humanities as it launches HUG 2022, the
Undergraduate Research Symposium, the fifth in the

series.

In light of the challenges we face, it is imperative
that we continue the dissemination of knowledge
through platforms such as this, so that we are able

to set examples for future generations, to expand

their perspective in the creation of knowledge. As we
switch focus to a more research-oriented culture, we are just beginning to realize that
despite the wealth of knowledge available to us already, there are many opportunities

that await us, even at undergraduate level, in expanding our current body of knowledge.

| am grateful to the Faculty of Humanities, University of Kelaniya for organizing the HUG
Symposium series and for its continued commitment towards bridging the gap between
Undergraduate and Postgraduate research. | am informed that this year, the conference
organizers have received a total of 220 research papers, surpassing last year’s total, which

clearly shows that we have begun to expand our impact through this event.

HUG 2022 has shifted from an online to a physical event this year and despite the numerous
challenges posed by the resumption of face-to-face activities, the resilience and positive
attitudes of all those involved in organizing HUG 2022 will certainly ensure that the event

is concluded successfully.

| cannot stress enough the benefits of this opportunity to the students of the Faculty of

Humanities. | wish them all the best.

Senior Professor Nilanthi de Silva
Vice-Chancellor

University of Kelaniya
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Message from the Dean, Faculty of Humanities

It gives me great pleasure to note that the Faculty of
Humanities, University of Kelaniya continues to strive
in the fields of research as we recognize and develop
knowledge through multiple domains. The HUG 2022,
Undergraduate research symposium, in its fifth year
promotes strong research ethics and integrity, in line

with our vision, guiding our actions and decisions.

This year over 220 abstracts were received extending

over the various fields of expertise. We have selected
a total of 191 abstracts to be presented at this year’s event based on the results of the
reviewing process. | am confident that this platform serves as a vital launching pad for
the young students in our faculty, helping them identify and gain focus towards paths the

future may hold for them.

The success of the HUG 2022 symposium can be attributed to the hard-working and
dedicated staff and students. | would like to extend my appreciation to the Heads of
Departments, Coordinators, Reviewers and the organizing committee in making this

event a success.

I look forward to continuing our academic traditions.

Dr. Sudath Senerath
Dean, Faculty of Humanities

University of Kelaniya
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Message from the Chairman, University Research Council

| believe that knowledge is a social process, and
| am truly delighted to send my blessings to HUG
2022, the Undergraduate Research Symposium, held
for the fifth consecutive year. | applaud the Faculty
of Humanities for its continued work to drive the
students of the University of Kelaniya on a path of

academic excellence.

Platforms such as these serve as a gateway for

undergraduates to develop not only research skills
but also cultural and social skills. Development of new ideas and improving creativity
and pushing beyond the boundaries is what makes a great researcher. It gives me great
pleasure to note that over 190 submissions will be presented at this year’s symposium. |
truly hope that the students carry forward their learnings to their postgraduate studies

and beyond.

I would like to thank the Dean of the Faculty of Humanities, Heads of the Departments and
all academic staff for their dedicated support to the students to improve their research
skills and other soft skills that are vital for them to face challenges and find practical

solutions to the problems they encounter during their future careers.

Senior Prof. Kapila Seneviratne
Chairman, Research Council

University of Kelaniya
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Message from the Coordinators, HUG 2022
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It gives us great pleasure to be coordinating HUG 2022, the Undergraduate Research

Symposium of the Faculty of Humanities, University of Kelaniya.

This is the fifth installment of this symposium series being held consecutively. This year
we are conducting this as a physical event. We have received over 190 research papers
selected from over 220 submissions bringing together over 215 young researchers. We
hope this symposium will provide new insights within the current disciplines and domains

of the Faculty.

We would like to give our sincere appreciation to the Vice Chancellor, Dean of the Faculty
of Humanities, the Chairman of the University Research Council, the Director of the
Faculty Research Centre, the Heads of all the Departments and Units, the Academic Staff

and Non-Academic staff who played an invaluable role in making this event a success.

Furthermore, we would like to thank the Organizing committee of HUG 2022 and all the

contributors for their unprecedented support.

Last, but not least, it is with great privilege and pleasure that we wish the Undergraduates
allthe very best for their future as young researchers, and specially congratulate them for
their dedication and creativity presenting at HUG 2022. We truly hope that this platform

will help you reach great heights in your careers ahead.

Senior Lecturer kaumadee Bamunusinghe
Lecturer Asitha Amarakoon

Coordinators, HUG 2022
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Editors’ Note

‘Research is formalized curiosity. It is poking and prying with a purpose. It is a seeking that he
who wishes may know the cosmic secrets of the world and they that dwell therein’

Zora Neale Hurston - Dust tracks on a road: an autobiography (1942, p.91)

Generating and disseminating new knowledge through research is one of the primary
purposes of a university. In this respect, maintaining a strong research culture among
the established community and promoting research among the new generations are of
paramount importance. The Faculty of Humanities of the University of Kelaniya has taken
several effectual measures to ensure these targets are consistently achieved, through
various research symposia. HUG 2022—the fifth Undergraduate Research Symposium—

represents the prolongation of this good practice in a challenging period.

As the editors, our team have attempted to enhance the presentability, eliminate language
errors and integrate consistency into the writing style of the accepted 191 abstracts,
representing both completed research studies and ongoing research studies conducted
by the undergraduates of the Faculty of Humanities. We believe that the expected quality

standards are well-maintained.

This volume of abstracts represents the preliminary dimension of HUG 2022. The purpose
of the symposium will be fully achieved once its presentation sessions are held, and
insightful discussions and analyses are conducted with the active participation of our

academics and our promising researchers.

Finally, we would like to congratulate the coordinators for their hard work, the organizing
committee for their continued support, and our promising researchers for getting the

best out of this worthy endeavour.

Eagerly looking forward to witnessing HUG 2022!

Editors
HUG 2022
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The Keynote Address
Delivered by
Professor (Emeritus) Sarath Amunugama
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Morphological Productivity:
A Mixed Methods Study on the Productive and Least Productive
Word-formation Processes Identified
in The Sunday Times Newspaper from the Years 2016-2020
O.C. Nicholle Collom!, H.A.S. Hansamali Dissanayaka?
Department of English Language Teaching

Abstract

This study titled, ‘Morphological Productivity: A Mixed Methods Study on the Productive
and Least Productive Word-formation Processes Identified in The Sunday Times Newspaper
from the Years 2016- 2020, takes as its premise the principle that was identified by Kachru
(1986), which goes on to express that Sri Lankan English (SLE) undergoes the processes of
Nativization, Hybridization, and Neutralization in the formation of Sri Lankanisms.* The scope
of this research is based on morphological productivity and creativity, which are theoretical
prerequisites to any description that presumes that fluent speakers have the capacity to generate
new words. Although it can be observed that all word-formation processes create words
that highlight the unique identity and contextual aspects related to SLE, there is a dominant
contrast that is highlighted through the rule of productivity and morphological creativity in
distinguishing between the productive and least productive word-formation processes. This
study will follow a mixed methods research design where data gathered from five ‘The Sunday
Times’ newspapers between the years of 2016- 2020 will be utilized to gather both quantitative
and qualitative data and will be analysed using SPSS and thematic analysis, respectively.
The findings of this study will reveal that based on the frequency of usage, compounds and
acronyms are observed in higher frequencies but according to the definitions provided by Lieber
(2009), on morphological productivity, compounds, borrowings, affixations, loan translations,
are considered highly productive while blending, clippings, coinages, reduplications are less
productive based on the notion of morphological creativity. Thus, this research implies that
the productive word-formation processes are always unintentional and rule-governed, while

creative word-formation processes are intentional and non-rule-governed.

Keywords: Least productive, Newspapers, Productive, Word- formation processes, 2016-2020
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Analysis of Student Difficulties in Writing an Undergraduate Thesis
in the Chinese Language Degree Programme
of the University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka
N.G.D. Madhusanka'
Department of Modern Languages

Abstract

The Business and Academic Chinese degree programme offered by the University of Kelaniya
plays a significant role in the development of Chinese language education in Sri Lanka. In the
final year, it is required to write a thesis, in which they will report on some concepts, principles
and theories learned in the course with which they have applied in the internship component of
the course. Thesis writing is inevitably a challenging task for most foreign language learning
undergraduates since it requires them to have the ability to perform certain hard skills such
as planning, selecting relevant literature, processing data, conducting analyses, applying
methodologies which they have learned in the course and presenting the report or thesis in the
relevant Language. Consequently, they have to deal with and possibly confront a significant
number of difficulties while writing a thesis. Thus, the present study was conducted to reveal
the difficulties confronted by final-year Chinese majoring undergraduates at the University of
Kelaniya in the process of writing the final thesis. Henceforth, for the purpose of the study,
quantitative and qualitative data were collected from 58 final-year Chinese majoring students
at the university of Kelaniya through questionnaires and interviews. The questionnaire was
designed to identify the difficulties in writing the thesis, and the interview was used to recognize
the factors that affect the difficulty of writing the thesis. The results indicated that most students,
even proficient students, lack confidence in their academic writing skills. Moreover, at the
initial stage, they face difficulties in selecting and finalizing a topic for the study and finding
relevant resources for the thesis. In addition to that, the findings of the present study showed
that quite a number of students lack the proper knowledge on how to conduct research and
had not enough time to prepare and conduct in-depth research on the selected topics. Finally,
several recommendations have been made to overcome the difficulties identified through the

study and provided guidance in the process of thesis writing.
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Analysis of Chinese Pronunciation Errors in Disyllabic Words
with 4-1 Tone Combination among Sri Lankan Chinese Learners
W.N.S. Fernando', N.G.D. Madhusanka, K.C. Nishadi, W.A.T.J. Weerasingha

Department of Modern Languages

Abstract

Mastering Chinese phonetics and tones plays the most prominent role in the Chinese language
learning process. Especially for the learners whose native language is a non-tonal language
such as Sinhala, English, Japanese, acquiring the four major Mandarin tones and the neutral
tone can be very difficult for different reasons. This study was developed with the objective of
analysing the pronunciation errors of 4+1 tone combination among Chinese language learners
in Sri Lanka. For the purpose of achieving the objective, 82 Sri Lankan students and 10 Chinese
native speakers engaged in teaching Chinese to non-native students were asked to vocally record
five real disyllabic words in Chinese with 4+1 tone combinations. In addition, 82 local students
were asked to fill out a questionnaire regarding their background in Chinese phonology. The
collected voice recordings were analysed by using a linguistic tool called “Praat” by comparing
to native speakers’ pronunciation. The findings showed that local students made several errors
when pronouncing 4+1 disyllabic words, such as mispronouncing the 1st tone placed after the
4th tone, mispronouncing the 4th tone placed before the 1st tone, and students pronouncing
this 4+1 combination as a 4+4 combination. Based on the questionnaire, the analysed data
showed that most of the students who pronounced this tone combination accurately learned
Chinese phonetics from their native Chinese language teacher and from local Chinese language
teacher as well. Moreover, it revealed that students with accurate pronunciation skills use
several kinds of resources to learn Chinese on their own. Hence, the study provides numerous

recommendations to improve the pronunciation skills of students.
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Representation of Women in Ancient Greek Religion
G.G.P.S. Jayathilaka'
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Abstract

Classical Greek culture was strongly marked by gender segregation. Generally, men were
associated with the public sphere, while women were associated with the domestic sphere.
This segregation arises from Greek ideas about the human body and the biological differences
between males and females. Although women’s body and voice were strictly controlled or
semi-secluded in most areas of ancient Greek public life, women did have important public
roles in one area; religious rituals. While women worshiped both male and female divinities
and served as priestesses in cults, men served as priests and did many of the same things.
Greek ideas about the body affected ritual aspects of nonverbal behavior, especially regarding
clothing, voice, and gestures. It has often been highlighted that participation in fertility rituals
was women’s most important religious activity in Greek religion. The role of women was
designed for household purposes as well. They were involved in the activities of the Greek
‘Polis’. This paper analyzes a wide range of studies to make it clear that women engaged in
numerous other rites and cults, and their role in Greek religion was actually more important
than that of men. Women invoked the gods' help in becoming pregnant, venerated the god of
wine, worshiped new and exotic deities. Clearly and comprehensively, this paper challenges
many stereotypes of Greek women and offers unexpected insights into their experience of
religion. All the phrases of ancient Greece will be investigated using tangible and intangible
evidence from each period. The public religious roles of women, women as dedicators, women
priests, women-only festivals, women at the margins of religion, prostitutes, foreign women
and the gods, sacrificial and domestic rituals, women and the corpse etc. The mourning rituals
will be evaluated with a close focus of evidence. It will clear off how Greek women have

experienced and contributed to its religious framework.
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An Investigation of the Chinese Character Learning Strategies:
A Study Based on Elementary Chinese Language Learners
of the University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka
K.C. Nishadi', N.G.D. Madhusanka, W.N.S. Fernando, W.A.T.J. Weerasingha
Department of Modern Languages

Abstract

Since Chinese language learning has become a trend in academia and a national interest in
Sri Lanka, it is important to investigate the learning behaviour of Sri Lankan learners of the
Chinese language at different proficiency levels. Being the only university in Sri Lanka to
offer six different foreign language courses and the pioneer in Chinese language education in
Sri Lanka, the University of Kelaniya offers a four-year Chinese Language Special Degree
Programme in the Department of Modern Languages. Over the course of four academic years,
students are required to master a large number of Chinese characters related to various course
units. Previous studies have revealed that learning and retaining Chinese characters is often
considered the most challenging task for non-native Chinese language learners. Thus, the
strategies used to learn Chinese characters are very important at the elementary level. The
present study was conducted to investigate the Chinese character learning strategies which are
used by the elementary Chinese language learning undergraduates at the University of Kelaniya.
Data were collected from a survey of 58 first-year students at the University of Kelaniya and
from follow-up semi-structured interviews with 18 students’ participation. The results found
the 15 most frequently used Chinese character writing strategies reported by the students.
Examples include breaking characters into radicals or components, watching authentic videos
with Chinese subtitles, creating visualizations to memorize characters, using pinyin in creative
visualizations, and practising handwriting characters. In addition, research also revealed that
some of these strategies are motivating students to learn and remember Chinese characters
during the preliminary stages. The implications of these findings and the importance of looking

at learners holistically are discussed, and recommendations are made for ongoing research.

Keywords: Chinese Language, Character writing, Language learning strategies, Sri Lankan

students, University of Kelaniya

1 chalaninishdi1998@gmail.com
104



Developing ESL Students’ Speaking Skills Through Classroom Interaction
Activities in Sri Lankan University Context
W.W.A.P.H. Fernando!
Department of English Language Teaching

Abstract

This study explores the role of classroom interaction activities in enhancing the speaking skill
of English as a Second Language (ESL) learners. It also aims at showing the importance of
speaking skills and communication to learners, whereas they will focus on improving their
oral skills in the target language. The main issue commonly voiced in the ESL classroom
is that despite studying the language for years, learners are often unable to communicate
effectively and lack fluency in their speeches. Besides, this is due to inhibition and lack of
practice. Out of the present study, the current research investigates that through classroom
interaction activities, how the ESL learners will improve their speaking fluency and overcome
factors behind the low-level speaking skill. This study adopted the qualitative method, and two
questionnaires were circulated among fifty first-year Commerce and Financial Management
students at the University of Kelaniya. The second questionnaire was given to ten teachers of
English at the University of Kelaniya. The questionnaires aimed to discover to what extent
classroom interaction can be helpful for the learners to improve their speaking fluency. In
addition, it aimed to determine what types of classroom activities teachers use in their classes
to elicit interaction. The findings revealed that both students and teachers consider classroom
interaction, a helpful technique to improve speaking in learning a second language. Moreover,
the results showed that the sample viewed speaking as an essential skill to master since it is

impossible to have a communicatively competent learner without the ability to speak English.
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Queered Canvas: Representations of Fluid Gender Identities in South
Korean Fantasy Webtoons
T.A.D. Jayani Punsara Thilakarathne!
Department of English

Abstract

This study seeks to observe how fluid gender identities are represented within the narratives
of South Korean Fantasy Webtoons. Webtoons are recognised as an emerging popular cultural
product generally categorised under graphic narratives similar to Japanese Manga and South
Korean Manhwa (comics/web comics). However, with the advent of media representations of
gender neutrality, and queer identities predominantly in the West, webtoons occupy a significant
position in gender discourses in media as non-Western pop-culture products that have recorded
a meteoric rise in global popularity and growth throughout the past few years. Hence, this
study argues that a critical analysis of the narratives of South Korean Fantasy Webtoons depicts
diverse ways in which ‘bodies’ are constructed in gender-fluid ways. French postmodernist
theorist and philosopher, Baudrillard interrogates the impact of industrialization, media, art,
and technological advancements in the creation of a whole new social order that mutates the
human understanding of ‘reality’. It is seen how such representations in media have constructed
hyperrealities that stimulate consumer desires on beauty standards and gender roles that have
become normalised in society. Butler’s argument that gender, like race, ethnicity, and sexuality,
is performatively and socially constructed essentially complements the above understanding of
the construction of postmodernist ‘bodies’ in popular media. Hence, by predominantly applying
Jean Baudrillard’s theory of hyperreality and Judith Butler’s theorisations on postmodern
gender, the present study critically observes the construction of fluid gender identities in
the selected Webtoons, in order to analyse how the constantly shifting gender identities are

embraced by the characters while challenging stereotypical gender norms.
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A Study about China’s Developmental Projects
in the Western Province of Sri Lanka
H.U.W. Senadheera'
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Abstract

China’s economy has become one of the most powerful economies in the world. With the
development, China has taken steps to further consolidate with Asia as well as other regions and
countries. Due to the strong relationship, China has mainly considered Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka has
become important for China’s strategic engagements. Sri Lanka has been classified as a low-
income developing country. Now, China has done many development projects in Sri Lanka.
Those development projects have had a great impact on the country. It mainly helps the growth
of'the economy. This research is a study of China’s development projects in the western province
of Sri Lanka. The main purpose of this research is to identify the economic and social impact of
China’s development projects in the Western Province of Sri Lanka. To achieve this purpose,
the development projects have been divided into categories such as transport and port sectors,
utility sectors, industrial and communication sectors, and theatre and conference hall sectors.
For the convenience of the study, among the nine provinces of Sri Lanka, the development
projects that have been carried out by China in the three districts of the Western Province was
studied. As the research sample, eight development projects in the western province that had
been done by China will be studied under the simple random method. The data was collected
from secondary data collection sources such as reports, journals, articles, books, websites.
Finally, this research includes the historical surroundings of China’s development projects in
Sri Lanka, mainly China’s development projects in the Western province of Sri Lanka, and the

economic and social impact of those development projects.
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A Study on Creativeness of Language Conveyed in the Translation of
Television Advertisements in Sri Lanka
Thedini Thenuwara'

Department of Linguistics

Abstract

Advertising is a creative art used as a tool to connect a brand with a consumer. The advertising
arm in television is playing a crucial role to fulfil business objectives of television channels. At
present, it is a unique language medium with Sinhala in the process of advertising with creative
and identifiable structural characteristics. The extensive use of the mixed bilingual language
by the average Sri Lankans has resulted in using it as a medium of communication by creative
writers of bilingual advertisements in Sri Lanka. The purpose of the study is to identify the
strategies used by translators in aforementioned advertisements when translating from Sinhala
to English and vice versa. The methodology used for this study was qualitative, in which
twenty popular television commercial advertisements in the source language with their target
content. Furthermore, for the purpose of comparing the data, only English and Sinhala language
advertisements were used. The findings of this study revealed that, these advertisements had
not distorted the original meaning and were based on the characteristics of the source text when
creating the target text. The most creative strategies used in advertising were nominalization,
hybridization, alternation, coinage, advertising with both Sinhala and English translations and
advertising with mix lexical elements written only in Sinhala. In conclusion, it was assessed
that these strategies contribute to induce the target reader with the creativeness of the translator.
Furthermore, this study focused on the interaction between language and society by attempting

to awaken the persuasive emotions of the target audience.
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Successful Learning of Chinese language as a Foreign Language
via Mobile Dictionaries
S.N. Danthanarayana'
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Abstract

This study is focuses on learning experiences using mobile dictionaries as a tool to study
the Chinese language as a foreign language. This study explores some opportunities to learn
Chinese language using mobile dictionary apps and focuses on understanding the uses and
motivation behind language learners. This study seeks to determine which of the suggested
mobile dictionaries will cause less stress and be more convenient in supporting learners'
learning processes. To achieve the objectives of this study, the researcher selected the
quantitative method. The researcher circulated a questionnaire survey among 100 first-year,
second year, and third year undergraduates who major Chinese language at the University of
Kelaniya. Upon the completion of the questionnaire analysis, the researcher intended to make
some recommendations on the impact of using Chinese mobile dictionaries by undergraduates
learning the Chinese language. Furthermore, the researcher employed literary analysis through
the use of reference papers, books, documents, and mobile dictionary-learning websites. The
result of this study revealed that, most of the students use mobile dictionaries for learning and
it will help them to learn vocabulary, pronunciation of words, and the writing style of words.
These Chinese language undergraduates can also access authentic content and improve their
language skills by using mobile dictionaries in learning. This study demonstrated the advantages
of'amobile dictionary in a learner’s self-directed incidental and intentional vocabulary learning
based on the suggestions provided, but effectiveness may be largely dependent on whether and
how learners use the dictionary. The study suggests how to use mobile dictionaries to learn
vocabulary both inside and outside of the classroom. Learners should strive to improve their
vocabulary learning strategies for various language learning purposes through technological

and pedagogical support.
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Contemporary Malayalam Cinema and
the Sri Lankan Cinematic Spectatorship - A Study Based on
Five Popular Malayalam Films from 2017 to 2021

Venuri Gangodawila'
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Abstract

Cinematic spectatorship refers to the act of watching and engaging with a film and studying
the relationship between the viewer and the film. Film theorists developed a ‘spectator theory,’
after discovering complex structures that underlie the movie-watching experience and
depicting that these structures were manipulated by filmmakers to promote their ideologies.
Contemporary Malayalam cinema emerged after 2010. The films made since this new uprise
were characterized by unique themes which outstripped the boundaries of narrative structures.
While the new generational formats are deeply influenced by global trends, their portrayals
are still rooted in their unique Malayalee mindscapes. This study analyses how contemporary
Malayalam Films have influenced Sri Lankan spectatorship, as a growth in the movie fan
base is observed. While exploring certain factors which affect the popularity of contemporary
Malayalam movies within the Sri Lankan spectatorship, the main factor is highlighted.
The ‘three models of spectatorship’ theory developed by Judith Mayne; the perceptual, the
institutional, and the historical will also be taken into consideration in the present study. A key
part of this research includes how Malayalam films address the individual spectators through
shots, editing, music, performance together with narrative and genre to engage their interest as
well as emotions and is based on the five most popular Malayalam Films from 2017 to 2021
namely, ‘Angamaly Diaries’, ‘Ee. Ma. Yau.’, ‘Kumbalangi Nights’, ‘Trance’ and ‘The Great
Indian Kitchen’ respectively. These films are specifically selected since the higher ratings in
IMDB, telecasts in Sri Lankan mainstream media, and social media posts. Relevant data is
collected through primary data collection methods such as a questionnaire conducted within
the targeted group of the research; which is the Sri Lankan youth cinephiles between the age
of 18 to 30 years, and secondary data sources such as books, research journals, articles, and
website information. The research conclusion is derived after analyzing the data sources and
identifying the main factor which makes contemporary Malayalam Films, popular within the

targeted group.
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The Impact of Sri Lankan Conventions and Norms on an Individual
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Abstract

This paper aims to analyse the impact of social conventions in Sri Lankan society on an
individual who underwent sexual abuse as a child. The study was conducted with the objective
of raising awareness regarding matters of sexual abuse in Sri Lanka, by sharing the experiences
of one such victim who is a single entity among hundreds of such cases. The individual in
question is a female and is assigned the pseudonym of Shenaya for identification purposes,
as well as to conceal her true identity in life. The research was conducted in two phases to
gather information: The first phase consists of an unstructured interview where Shenaya was
encouraged to share her traumatic experiences, as well as her personal thoughts regarding the
matter. During the second phase, the researcher examined the social conventions and norms
present in Sri Lanka in order to understand how these impacted Shenaya as a victim of sexual
abuse. It became evident that conventions linked with gender identity restricted Shenaya when
she wanted to take legal actions to defend herself from the abuser, who was revealed to be her
own father. Moreover, the adulation directed towards parents in Sri Lankan society through
religion made Shenaya hesitant in reaching out for help. Thus, it can be hypothesised that
certain conventions and norms exist in the Sri Lankan society cause grave repercussions on
victims who are sexually abused by family members. This case study shows how victims are
often led to believe that familial bonds are sacred, even if these family members inflict abuse
upon them. As a result, these victims are forced to conceal their traumatic experiences with the

intention of preserving the ‘family dignity’ within the society.
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Demystifying Warrior Women:
A Feminist Study on Disney’s Mulan (2020) as a Backlash
against the Conservative Chinese Society
N.M. Piyumi Bhagya Nawarathna'
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Abstract

This research study examines how the live-action Disney movie Mulan (2020), becomes a
powerful representation of the conservative Chinese patriarchal society and how it interrogates
and challenges the stereotypical depictions of gender through its female protagonist, the
‘modern princess’ Mulan. Existing research on the movie largely examines how Mulan marks
a visible transformation in the Disney Princess Renaissance by shifting the typical image of the
princess from the ‘angelic’ damsel to the bold and audacious ‘heroine’, by analysing the film
from a feminist theoretical lens. Thus, it creates a dearth of research that specifically examines
the patriarchal society depicted in the movie as a reflection of the reality of traditional China. In
addition to the literature review conducted, scholarly articles on the Chinese patriarchal value
system and Confucianism were closely studied for this paper. Moreover, dialogues spoken
by the characters and the significant scenes from the movie were carefully observed and the
instances representing aspects of gender are recorded accordingly. By drawing on some of the
fundamental concepts of feminism posited by key feminist theorists, this research elucidates
how Mulan challenges the long-accepted gender ideals of femininity in China. Thus, the
primary intention of this study is not only to elucidate how the rebellious, independent and
ambitious Mulan redefines the generally accepted and expected idea of the ‘perfect Disney
princess’, but also to depict how the movie itself breaks away from the dominant discourse of
the socially constructed, ossified stereotypes of femininity and the patriarchal norms of China.
This study concludes that the feminist traits observed in Mulan (2020) inevitably challenge the
stereotypical notions of gender roles rooted in the patriarchal Chinese society, in its struggle for

gender equality, justice and female empowerment.
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Re-writing Creole Bodies: A Study on Wide Sargasso Sea and
Wuthering Heights in terms of Deconstructing Colonial Narratives of
Creole Bodies
W.K.Limali Amalya Walpola'
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Abstract

This research assessed how the narrative strategies of the two novels Wide Sargasso Sea by
Jean Rhys (20th century) and Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte (19th century) deconstruct
colonial representations of creole bodies. The main objectives of the research are to foreground
the Creole body as a site of power and control and to investigate how the two texts undermine
colonial ideologies. The research inquires how the presence/absence of colonial ideologies
influences the literary representations of Creole bodies, how the colonial ways of narrating
Creole bodies are undermined through multiple narrators in the texts and how Heathcliff’s
body is represented in the same way that Creole bodies are represented in other texts. As the
methodology, the narrative structures of the two novels will be analysed, and the theory of
narratology will be used to analyse the rhetoric and the theory of deconstruction to examine the
decoding of colonial narratives. Most of the previous research on the narrative structures of the
texts has studied the two texts separately. On the one hand, many researchers have looked at
Wide Sargasso Sea with Jane Eyre as it is the prequel. On the other hand, individual studies on
Wuthering Heights have brought out arguments regarding the reliability/unreliability of Nelly
Dean’s narrative. The comparatively few research that has studied both texts simultaneously
have investigated the themes of self-awareness and anxiety in gothic novels. Thus, an analytical

study of the two texts on the deconstruction of Creole bodies is a gap to be addressed.
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A Study on the Contribution of Gavel Club to Speech Acquisition through
Social Constructivism
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Abstract

Proficiency in the English language includes writing, speaking, listening, and reading skills,
of which the former are productive skills, and the latter are receptive skills. In the Sri Lankan
context, as English obtains the stance of a second language, speech acquisition demonstrates
a low proficiency, and this speech acquisition is analysed through various learning theories by
linguists. Among the contemporary theories, social constructivism obtains a major attraction
within the modern university language acquisition methodologies. Accordingly, language
acquisition through social constructivist theories occurs within Gavel clubs in the university
premises. Therefore, the research aims to determine the contribution of Gavel Club to develop
the English-speaking skills of university undergraduates. The acquisition and the effectiveness
of the activities that the participants are analysed through social constructivism. As the study
analyses activities, a qualitative research methodology is followed. This study is conducted with
a sample of nine Gavel members. They were selected from Gavel clubs from the University of
Kelaniya, the University of Colombo, and the University of Peradeniya. The sample includes
three members from each club and were selected under purposive sampling. The data collection
process included two weekly visits to the educational meetings conducted by Gavel clubs and
an interview with each sample member. The observations gave the researcher insight into the
procedures followed in an educational meeting where the members engage in prepared speech
and impromptu speech simultaneously. While the interviews affirmed that they had to undergo
a process of research and practice for the prepared speeches, the impromptu speeches based
on short time slots increased their confidence level. Additionally, Ah-counter, grammarian,
table topic evaluator, and the general evaluator provide comprehensive speeches for the
speakers of the day. The feedback provided by the role players excellently support the language
development of undergraduates. It does not only develop speaking skills but also gives an
insight to the error correction of the speakers. Hence, it affirmed that the Gavel club, through
peer correction and voluntary opportunities, paved the path to English speech acquisition as

followed by the theories of social constructivism.
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What if Sri Lankans Celebrate Halloween?
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Abstract

The Celtic people who lived in Northern Ireland, England, and Northern France more than
two centuries ago celebrated the Celtic festival known as ‘Samhain,” which is the basis for the
Halloween. Their beliefs hold that October 31 marks the opening of the gates that separate
the invisible world from the Earth. Although the festival has been commercialized in recent
years, people from their past folktales and legends still celebrated by dressing up as devils. Sri
Lanka has its own ghosts, demons, and numerous horror tales, despite the fact that Halloween
is not celebrated here. Since ancient times, these invisible beings and ghosts have been linked
to Buddhism, daily life, customs, aesthetics and art. Even though the newer generations have
access to technology, they have not been able to completely eradicate the horror stories and
invisible creatures that are connected to people's lives. There are a number of ghosts, including
‘La llorna’ ‘the headless horseman’, ‘Katharine’, ‘the bloody Mary’ and others in Europe,
where Halloween was originated. There are numerous ghosts in Sri Lanka that people are
tempted to believe in, and there are intriguing legends about how they came to be. The fact that
the beliefs about these ghosts have largely remained unchanged throughout time is surprising.
In this way, various festivals in Sri Lankan villages celebrate ghosts, who are socially and
historically associated with the people but not worshipped. In the past, festivals similar to the
early Halloween like ‘Kohomba Kankariya’, ‘Dewol Madu’, and ‘Pahan Madu’ were celebrated
by dressing in devil costumes and wearing devil masks to wish for prosperity. The reason
why this Halloween can be celebrated in Sri Lanka is because Sri Lankans have many unique
ghosts and fascinating stories that originated in the country and these demons and ghosts are

intertwined with their folk life.
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Abstract

In linguistics, the word-formation process demonstrates the process by which new words are
produced either by modification of existing words or by complete innovation, which in turn
become an integral element of the language. Considering the English Language as the lingua
franca of the contemporary world, it is obvious that word-formation processes are unique to
different varieties of English. Followed by the identification of global Englishes, Sri Lankan
English can be identified as a variety in contemporary Englishes. Thus, due to the varied nature
of Sri Lankan English, it has become a living language as a result of word formation processes.
The usage of Sri Lankan English appears in various linguistic fields such as poetry, novel,
short stories, and newspapers since the post-colonial period. The current study mainly focuses
on identifying the word-formation processes of three novels by Sri Lankan writers: The Jam
Fruit Tree by Carl Muller, Reef by Romesh Gunesekara, and Manuka Wijesinghe's Theravada
Man. The three novels are written from three different linguistic perspectives, and they portray
Sri Lankan culture and religion through their explicit plots. As the research is to identify the
morphological processes utilized in the novels, the researchers used both a qualitative and a
descriptive approach to analyse the data. In order to analyse the data, the theories on word
formations, morphological aspects, lexical meanings, and semantic change are incorporated as
the theoretical foundations of this research. Moreover, while the researchers focus on the word
formation processes in the three novels, they expected to figure out reasons for word formation
and inspect whether any similarities within the writings of these three writers as Sri Lankan
English writers. The study across the three novels generated an impact of showcasing the Sri
Lankan culture to the readers while the writers abundantly utilized morphological processes
to fulfill the aforementioned intention. The research findings portray that compounding,
borrowing, and affixation are the main word formation processes commonly imposed within

Sri Lankan English writings.
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A Comparative Study on the Eating Habits of Young Adults in
Sri Lanka and Germany
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Abstract

The present study attempts to examine and compare the different eating habits of young adults
in Sri Lanka and Germany. Every person develops individual eating habits, which can be
changed at any time. Food is a part of the culture. There are two distinct cultures in Sri Lanka
and Germany and as a result, how people consume food differs from one another. Food such as
potatoes and currywurst are known through German history. The central feature of Sri Lankan
cuisine is mainly based on rice accompanied by various spicy dishes. Since there are various
differences and similarities between the eating habits among the young adults in Germany
and Sri Lanka, this study aims to examine the attitudes towards food and examine their food
habits. This scientific study is a quantitative work and therefore a questionnaire will be used
as data collection material. The opinions of young adults from these countries on this topic are
considered in order to gain an overview of the intercultural differences in eating habits between
Sri Lanka and Germany. As an outcome of this research, it is expected that German and Sri
Lankan young adults will be able to become aware of each other's food habits and adjust them

in order to live a healthy life by learning from both cultures.
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A Comparative Study of Expressive Dance in Germany and Traditional
Dance in Sri Lanka
S.I. Samadhi Weerasinghe!
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Abstract

Dance is an expression of feelings and actions, as well as a conversation between body and
soul, which results in movement forms. The purpose of this research is a comparative study of
expressive dance [Ausdrucktanz] in Germany and traditional dance [Kandyan, Low country,
Sabaragamuwa] in Sri Lanka. This study employs the qualitative research method, with data
collected through interviews, a secondary literature survey, and video analysis. Through an
expressive movement technique, German expressionist dance draws attention to the connection
between body and soul which is a strong means of expression of one's own emotions and
the human body. The environment of the dancer is formed by the perfect relationship with
the space around the dancer and the objects in or near the performing space and the other
dancers and the audience, the music as well as the theatrical costumes. Expressionist dance,
Shanthikarma, various dance and religious activities in Sri Lankan traditional dance can be seen
as an expression based on the body and emotions. Expressive dance’s themes of corporeality
and expressions of self-awareness are very visible in Sri Lankan Kandyan dance. In the case
of ‘Gamanmathraya’ in Kandyan dance, it was created according to the rhythm of the heart
and the way the heart works. It is an expression from our body. Also, it can be said that the
connection with other body’s and external forces is expressed in dances such as ‘Pattini dance’
performed in Shanthikarma in the Sri Lankan Low Country dance. It can be concluded that
there are similarities between expressive dance and Sri Lankan traditional dance in their focus

on movement, emotion, body, music, and materials.
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A Comparative Study on Superstitions in Sri Lanka and Germany
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Abstract

Superstitions are the beliefs that are commonly practiced by people of different cultures. They are
mainly beliefs or ideas that developed as common practices and transferred from one generation
to the next. Therefore, superstitions often have connections with communities’ ethnoreligious
backgrounds and cultures. There are two aspects to superstitions, namely, the sign of good luck
and the sign of bad luck. People are unaware of the reason behind superstitions. Nevertheless,
the fear they have in life for loss of wealth, health, and negative uncontrollable events or
actions motivate them to believe in superstitions. Many studies regarding superstitions have
been conducted, focusing mainly on one culture. Therefore, this study mainly focuses on a
comparison between Asian and European superstitions, i.e. Sri Lanka and Germany, because the
perspectives of people are mostly different due to cultural influences. It was conducted through
secondary data and quantitative data analysis. The ideas about superstitions were collected by
using questionnaires to gather the information. The target group was adults between the ages
of twenty and forty from each country. The purpose of this study was to examine whether
there are similarities and differences in superstitions between both countries, and the main aim
was to give an overview of the superstitions that are especially unique for each culture. It was
expected that the results of this study would be useful for the students of German as a Foreign

Language and the German scholars and students interested in Sri Lanka and its culture.
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From Antiquity to Present:
How Have the Dark Art Practices, Black Magic, and Voodoo of the Greco-
Roman World Reached the Modern Day?
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Abstract

The Western conception of Dark Arts is rooted in the Greco-Roman world. It is believed to
have originated in Athens during the 4th century BCE. Dark Arts are traditionally referred
to as the use of supernatural powers driven by evil and selfish resolutions. Inspired by the
mysterious element of the Dark Arts practices, from black magic to curse tablets and voodoo
figurines of ancient Rome, this paper dwells into the dark side of both public and private lives
of Rome’s history in order to distinguish how such practices have reached modern day. By
closely analysing prevailing primary sources, archaeological findings and the popular movies;
Princess and the Frog and Pirates of the Caribbean, the research strategy followed was a
qualitative analysis and comparison of how the Darks were looked on in ancient Rome and
now in the 21st century. Both movies showcase practices of Dark Arts, specifically the use of
Voodoo and its stereotypical distortions. These films reproduce an extensively-documented
discourse promulgated by practitioners of the Dark Arts concerning the immorality of magic.
Hence, the focus was primarily placed on these two films that were produced in 2009 and
2011, respectively, under the production company of Walt Disney. Walt Disney is the world’s
largest platform in the animation industry and holds the record for the most individual Oscar
nominations: 22 and wins: 59. In a novel concept, Dark Arts are now being perceived in a
different light, employed as an element rich in driving entertainment as observed in many
modern-day films. They are well-famed in the entertainment industry by the method of popular
arts and movies. The findings of this paper hence, denote how the history of Dark Arts and
black magic has transpired with time. This paper offers an account of the social and intellectual
contexts within which definitions of magic and Voodoo emerged in the modern world, having

begun years ago in the Greco-Roman world.
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Consideration of Strategies for Remembering Grammar Used by Japanese
Language Learners: Concerning the JLPT N3 Grammatical Ability of
Japanese Language Learners of the University of Kelaniya
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Abstract

Grammar is essential to language learning, but it also becomes complex when learning. When
a language learner happens to learn a foreign language, it will be challenging to remember
the grammar structures of sentences. Therefore, language learners use different strategies to
remember grammar lessons they learned. In the case of the Japanese language, most Japanese
language learners say that they have difficulty remembering grammar in the Japanese language.
Even though they have been using different strategies to remember Japanese grammar, they
have yet to find an effective strategy to remember grammatical structures in the Japanese
language. This study explores whether there is any connection between the grammar
knowledge of Japanese language learners and the strategy they use to remember Japanese
grammar. A questionnaire containing twelve strategies learners commonly use and a grammar
paper containing fifteen questions based on the Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JLPT) N3
level was used to discover the connection between grammar knowledge and the strategy used.
Japanese language learners of the University of Kelaniya were taken as participants in this
study. The marks they obtained from the given grammar paper and the strategies they selected
in the questionnaire were considered to explore whether there was any connection between
them. According to this study, ‘Reading JLPT N3 Textbooks at home’ is the strategy used by
students with good grammar knowledge. So, that strategy can be named as an effective strategy
for memorising grammar points. Accordingly, this study helps to find an effective strategy for
remembering grammar in the Japanese language. So that Japanese language learners who have
difficulties in remembering grammatical structures will be able to find a new effective strategy

they have never used.

Keywords: Grammar knowledge, Japanese grammar, Japanese language learners, remembering

grammar, Strategies

1 saibuddhini@gmail.com
2 neluship2017@gmail.com
3 tmsnuwanthi@gmail.com

121



The Impact of the Round Table Technique in Paragraph Writing: A Study
Based on Grade 11 Learners of English as a Second Language
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Abstract

Paragraph writing is one of the significant writing skills in the English as a Second Language
(ESL) curriculum in Sri Lanka. However, paragraph writing has been a challenge for grade
11 ESL learners in grasping writing skills. Applying the round table writing technique is vital
because most studies conducted in foreign ESL/ EFL contexts have shown that the round table
technique positively affects improving writing skills. However, it has not been applied to the Sri
Lankan context, the research gap that the researcher intended to fill in this study. Hence, this study
uses an experimental research design addressed via a mixed method approach to investigate the
impact of the round table technique in paragraph writing on grade 11 ESL learners and examine
grade 11 ESL learners’ perceptions of applying the round table technique in paragraph writing.
The setting for this study was Polpithigama National school in the Kurunegala district. The
sample of 40 ESL learners was selected with the proficiency test as a non-probability purposive
sampling. Furthermore, random sampling was used to divide the learners into the control and
experimental groups. The mixed method was utilised to gather data for the study. Thereby,
quantitative data were collected using the pre-test and post-test scores, while qualitative data
were collected through semi-structured interviews. Furthermore, SPSS Statistics was used to
analyse quantitative data, and thematic analysis was used to analyse qualitative data. However,
the inadequacy of the sample size was a limitation. Concerning the data analysis methods,
the expected results of the study manifested the positive impact of utilising the round table
technique in improving the writing skills in paragraph writing. Moreover, this study contributes

to ESL teaching in Sri Lanka, and further research studies must be conducted.
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Abstract

In Sri Lanka, reading comprehension is vital for students to improve in secondary school,
tertiary education, and the workplace. The difficulties caused by monotonous techniques used
in the learning process may be unable to comprehend a passage well, especially English as a
second language (ESL) learners, so they cannot grasp the content comprehensively. Therefore,
the students pay less attention to the subject of English during the A/L examination period.
Reading comprehension is a complex learning and teaching process, and a technique can be
adapted to minimise complexity and reinforce reading comprehension. In this case, the researcher
has utilised the mind-mapping technique to reinforce reading comprehension. It allows one to
imagine and explore associations between the concepts in a passage and develop a holistic
understanding of the content. This study was a mixed-method experimental classroom action
research design done entirely at the Holy Family Balika, Kurunegala state school. The sample
of 40 students was selected with the proficiency reading placement test as a non-probability
purposive sampling. The researcher focused on two research questions: finding the impact of
using mind mapping to reinforce reading comprehension for GCE A/L ESL learners and learners’
perceptions after implementing the techniques. The researcher has used two main instruments:
tests, including pre-test and post-test, to address the first research question quantitatively and a
feedback form to address the second research question qualitatively. Further, SPSS was used to
analyse the quantitative data, while thematic analysis was used to analyse the qualitative data.
Concerning the data analysis methods, the expected results of the study manifested the positive
impact of utilising the mind mapping technique to reinforce reading comprehension. However,
the inadequacy of the sample size was a limitation. Moreover, this study contributes to ESL

teaching in Sri Lanka, and further research studies must be conducted.
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Abstract

This linguistic study is an attempt of identifying linguistic features of Code-Mixing (CM) when
giving instructions by English as Second Language (ESL) teachers in the Kurunegala district.
Mixing English with Sinhala in giving instructions by ESL teachers is a frequent phenomenon
in today’s Sri Lankan school context. Many studies have been carried out in different countries
by evaluating ESL teachers while they are giving instructions. However, compared to relevant
literature, studies connected to the research area carried out in the Sri Lankan setting fall short.
The purpose of the study was to investigate the Sinhala-English mixing strategies used by
ESL teachers when giving instructions and the reasons for mixing English with Sinhala when
giving instructions. Code-mixing is a technique used by teachers to assess their students’ grasp
of the target language, particularly at lower competence levels when students do not yet have
sufficient L2 knowledge to communicate their lack of understanding. This study has used the
observational study design in combination with the mixed method to examine the linguistic
aspects of code mixing employed by ESL teachers when providing instructions. The study
population was the teachers and learners of ESL in the Kurunegala district. The sample of
the research was 20 teachers selected from four state schools, and the method of selecting the
sample was through purposive sampling. With the teacher’s consent, the classroom observation
was recorded and subsequently transcribed to collect data. Additionally, a questionnaire
was provided to teachers asking about their perspectives on code mixing when providing
instructions. The study has used mixed method approach because it might offer detailed insight
into the research questions by combining the advantages of each technique and allowing for the
provision of both qualitative and quantitative data. Moreover, this study contributes to the field

of ESL teaching in Sri Lanka, and further research studies are needed to be conducted.
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The Representation of the LGBTQ+ Community in the Sri Lankan
Mainstream and Queer Entertainment Industry
C.P. Nelie Munasinghe!
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Abstract

This research study examines the nature of portrayal and the need for better representation
of the LGBTQ+ community in Sri Lankan entertainment industry to promote visibility and
inclusivity, with exclusive concern to cinema released in the recent past. The socio-cultural
circumstances in Sri Lanka create a challenging atmosphere for the queer community due to
the ingrained hetero-centric views. The study identifies the awareness spread through positive
representation using the movies ‘Funny Boy’ (2020), ‘Frangipani’ (2013) and ‘Flying with
one wing’ (2002) while also analyzing the stigma promoted by negative depiction using the
movies ‘Sikuruhathe’ (2007) and ‘Bahubhoothayo’ (2002). It examines the homo-invisibility
conditioned by the lack of representation and changing views of the society towards the queer
community as well. Furthermore, this study argues the importance of more descriptive and
positive representation in cinema with the help of qualitative data gathered through Google
Forms and interviews that largely focuses on the queer community. The study also collects
information through secondary research methods such as online articles, magazine articles and
broadcasted interviews involving queer representatives in entertainment. Consequently, the
research identifies the evidence of a dire need for more substantial and progressive representation
that transcends the mere scope of ‘queer entertainment’ to standardize and embrace diversity.
Furthermore, the research depicts how better representation would influence dissociation from
the heteronormative bias in the Sri Lankan entertainment industry which would result in the

expansion of visibility and inclusivity of the community.

Keywords: Cinema, Heteronormativity, Inclusivity, LGBTQ+ community, Representation,

Sri Lankan entertainment industry, Visibility

1 nelimunasinghe4@gmail.com

125
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Abstract

In China, the expression of LGBTQ representations in media is restricted by national censorship
laws. Such is initiated by the Communist Party of China (CCP), which promulgates a policy
of no approval, no disapproval, no promotion of LGBT issues and content. This is practised
in order to preserve the ‘national stability’ by banning or retaliating against groups that
threaten it. This phenomena act as evidence of how the state imposes surveillance on a sexual
minority. Many are observed by the few to strengthen their nationalist propaganda. Those that
do not adhere to this propaganda are threatened with condemnation or elimination. However,
the recent popularity of the Chinese ‘dangai’ drama genre (the audio-visual adaptations of
homoerotic ‘danmei’ web novels) has threatened to overcome the surveillance caused by such
laws. The web novel ‘Modao Zushi’ (Grandmaster of demonic cultivation) has been adopted
into its Chinese audio-visual version as ‘The Untamed’ (2019) under huge popularity both in
the local and the international context. In order to forego national censorship, this adaptation
has avoided being labelled as a strictly homosexual narrative by blurring the categorization of
the relationship between the two male characters. This study analyses the characterization of
the two protagonists: Lan Wang Ji and Wei Wu Xian in the English subbed series. The analysis
was framed by the surveillance model forwarded by Jerem Bentham: The panopticon, where
many are controlled by an omniscient entity. Specific episodes were recorded to conduct a
visual analysis and thereby gain qualitative data. These data were compared and contrasted
with what is prescribed by the Chinese censorship laws to determine the strategies used by the

characterization to forego the nationalist propaganda.
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Abstract

The research was carried out through a close textual analysis of two literary texts originating
from this region, namely, Song of the Sun God (2017) by Shankari Chandran and A Thousand
Splendid Suns (2007) by Khaled Hosseini. Stemming from two different historical contexts
that span the 20th and 21st centuries, the two primary texts grapple with the socio-political
changes in Sri Lanka and Afghanistan, respectively. Both Sri Lanka and Afghanistan are two
geographical spaces located in South Asia that have undergone a chain of violent circumstances
that shaped their recent histories. However, narratives of such violent historical events, such as
armed conflicts and political strife, are often narrated from a male perspective owing to their
dominant presence in contexts of war and politics. Consequently, the marginalised position of
the woman is often undermined in these contexts. As a result, a woman’s position in these socio-
political contexts acquires a subaltern status. However, despite being silenced and overlooked,
women’s lives are greatly impacted by the socio-political changes that are taking place in the
spaces they inhabit. Thus, this research aims to analyse how the female subaltern’s existence is
impacted both physically and psychologically in the larger socio-political context of the South
Asian region through a close reading of the two female narratives. The research also draws
from non-fiction texts and essays relating to the two socio-political contexts, and the study was

framed through theoretical frameworks of gender and subalternity.

Keywords: South Asia, Subalternity, Political strife, War, Women

1 sarasija.pds@gmail.com
2 thadini.liyanage@gmail.com

127



Aspects of Conversation: A Conversational Analysis of Friends TV Series
and Presidential Tommy Program in Steve TV Show YouTube Channel
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Abstract

A conversation is a social phenomenon constructed in the human brain when people voluntarily
organise and express ideas as appropriate for the flow of the discourse they engage with.
Even in electronic media, these conversations can be widely observed. These conversations
are structured as a set of conversational aspects. Thus, this study aims to examine aspects
of a conversation and the diverse purpose of the occurrence of each aspect in conversations.
Although there are ample studies on analysing turn-taking in different settings, English
language teaching, TV interviews, and virtual club meetings, which stress only one aspect
of a conversation, no research has been conducted regarding the organisational aspects of a
conversation. Considering the diversity of genres as the primary data resource, a conversation
conducted by Steve Harvey in one of his programs called Presidential Tommy on his YouTube
channel Steve’s TV show and the first scene in the first episode of Friends TV series were
observed. Both conversations were transcribed using the Jefferson transcription system. In this
qualitative study, the aspects of conversation were identified according to Brian Paltridge’s
perspective of conversational analysis. Gathered data were further analysed in terms of the
different functions of conversational aspects, frequency of the occurrence of conversational
aspects, their reasons, and different uses of each conversational aspect. This study explores
adjacency pairs, preference organisation, repair, feedback, and turn-taking as aspects of the
aforementioned conversations. Depending on the setting and genre of the program, turn-taking
and adjacency pairs were reported as the most frequently used aspects, respectively, in TV
series and YouTube videos. Apart from these aspects, “repetition” was found as another aspect
that can be utilised to convey various intentions. Future research needs to be investigated how

this knowledge can be implemented in the ESL context.
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Abstract

Sri Lankan English (SLE) is one of the new English varieties. New SLE vocabularies have
evolved to express the cultural and ethnic diversification in the country, which ultimately
help in the process of standardising the variety of SLE. Moreover, the SLE vocabulary is
highly influenced by the local languages, and the SLE morphological processes have greatly
contributed to the continuous production of such vocabulary. Therefore, this research attempts
to analyse the SLE vocabulary by categorising them into different morphological processes.
The analysed vocabulary in the research has been taken from the Sri Lankan novels The Jam
Fruit Tree and The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida. The novel The Jam Fruit Tree investigates
the Burgher community while using SLE words to accurately portray their culture through the
development of specific theme concerns. In The Seven Moons of Maali Almeida, the Booker
Prize-winning author Shehan Karunatilaka's portrayal of Sri Lanka's civil conflict makes use of
a number of SLE words. Karunatilaka has provided an illustration of the usage of SLE words
which enhances the novel's authenticity. The research has been a success in finding that the
SLE morphological processes greatly contribute to the production of new vocabularies, which
are being used to convey and develop concepts and thematic concerns in Sri Lankan literature
by exploring the fact that Sri Lankan English can be recognised as a standardised variety which
paves the way for the writers to bring up the authenticity in Sri Lankan literature and to address
the particular issues prevailing in the country. Moreover, it is found that the most productive
SLE morphological processes are borrowings, loan translations, compounding, and semantic

change, which allow Sri Lankan bilinguals to use the language creatively.
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Abstract

Critical discourse analysis (CDA) is one of the methods used in analysing discourses. The
discourses that address social and political issues are often analysed utilising CDA. This
contributes to confirming, challenging, and reproducing social phenomena. As a platform that
addresses social issues, TV advertisements can also be analysed using CDA while pointing
out how advertisements use their power to confirm, challenge, and reproduce gender roles
in society. Previous studies on CDA have analysed various types of discourses: political
speeches, YouTube comments on songs, and advertisements on beauty products. However,
no research has been done analysing gender roles in food and beverage advertisements. This
study investigates the ideologies regarding gender roles that are reflected and reproduced
throughout TV advertisements. TV advertisements observed for one hour and fifteen minutes
via TV Derana are the primary data resource of this qualitative research. Eight advertisements
on food and beverage were randomly selected because unlike in cosmetic advertisements
where female casts appear frequently, both male and female characters can be observed in
food and beverage advertisements revealing ideologies regarding both male and female gender
roles. When collecting data, the gender of the characters, activities they are engaging with,
content (message) of the voice-over, and the male/ female voice used are considered. Gathered
data were analysed using the CDA perspective and Fairclough’s three-dimensional model
to highlight ideologies related to both gender roles. This study explores how advertisements
depict the female gender roles as caretakers, who engage in household chores, and male roles
as the ‘provider’ of the family. However, some advertisements reproduce ideologies related
to gender roles by portraying men who involve in household activities and child care. By
considering this, it is obvious that while obtaining commercial benefits, TV advertisements

tend to reproduce ideologies of gender roles as influential to society.
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Abstract

Popular culture has emerged as a result of the media process. This study discusses the impact of
traditional dance on popular culture, and under this research, it is very important to study what
is popular culture and traditional dance. At present, the trajectory of traditional dance direction
change could be pointed out as the disability of this research problem. Under this research
topic, to study the impact of traditional dance on popular culture, information gathered through
a field study and questions as the methods of data collection. It was expected to investigate.
Primary and secondary sources were used. Due to the challenge of traditional dance in the
face of popular culture, awareness programs from the school level to higher education and
the inclusion of these points in the syllabus of such children learning dance would protect
traditional dance. It can be assumed that there are some effects to be achieved. Popular culture
shapes the human behaviour, values, sensibility, and intelligence level of man in various ways,
and popular culture is a culture that is very attractive mixed with new media. The culture also
changes. The purpose of this research was to get a quality answer to prevent it by studying
the direction and impact of Sri Lankan traditional dance in popular culture and to preserve the

quality and traditionality of Sri Lankan traditional dance through the research.
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Abstract

The teaching materials are not only one of the most important parts of teaching Chinese as a
foreign language but also an important tool for learners. The advantages and the disadvantages
of the teaching materials directly influence the learning situation of language learners.
Moreover, it plays a significant role in the primary stage of language cognition. When it
comes to textbooks, a better textbook is considered as a bridge between the language and the
learner. Grammar is one of the key elements of primary Chinese learning, and also grammar
learning is highly affected by the materials. Among the teaching materials, a textbook is the
first teaching material to introduce grammar points to the learners. This paper compares New
Practical Chinese Reader I textbook with the HSK Standard Course 1 textbook, taking them
as the two research objectives, in order to discover their similarities and differences in the
grammar points. This paper intends to make a comparative analysis of the grammar items in
the two textbooks in three parts: number of grammar points, arrangement of grammar points,
and grammar exercises. The data were analysed using the quantitative, qualitative, literature
review and comparative analysis methods. The results of this study reveal, in terms of the
selection of grammar items, the HSK Standard Course I textbook includes more grammar
points than the New Practical Chinese Reader I textbook. In terms of the grammar content
and the arrangement of grammar points, the two textbooks have their emphasis. In terms of
grammar exercises, although the total number of exercises in the two textbooks is roughly

different, both textbooks have practical exercises.
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Abstract

Since the beginning of the film industry for centuries, film-makers have been able to inculcate
an emotional impact on their audience. However, during the process of making films, there is
a doubt whether the film-makers have been able to include trustworthiness in fantasy films.
Therefore, they have highlighted special effect makeup (Sfx makeup) or prosthetics makeup to
build credibility and sensitivity. Special effect makeup can be used to create the unreal world
and recreate the real world. Film-makers mean special effects makeup as the physical changes
done to an actor’s or actress’s any part of body. The special effects makeup differs from the
normal makeup because in special effects makeup build changes on the skin. The research
problem that arises here is whether the creation of fantasy characters with the use of special
effects makeup has trustworthiness in them. The objectives of the research were to study the
history of special effects makeup thoroughly, to find the effect on fantasy characters by the
use of the special effect, to study of the audience preference for fantasy characters, to show
the causes that makes a film trustworthy. As the research methodology, secondary data such
as The shape of water (2017), Avengers (2018), and Maleficent (2019) films were taken. For
quantitative analysis, 50 undergraduates who are reading Film and Television Studies in their
final year at university were selected, and they were provided with questionnaires to collect
the data. The conclusion of the study depicts how special effects makeup via fantasy characters

have created trustworthiness in the audience.
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The Difficulties Encountered and Solutions for Translating Technical
Manuals from English to Sinhalese
B.Y. De Silva!
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Abstract

Technical translation has become a crucial part of translation. The translation of technical
manuals is often a delicate practice that involves facing several challenges simultaneously.
Technical manual translations should be precise and of the highest quality. The key element in
technical translation is the usage of technical terms. In technical manuals there are elements
that must be translated with great precision such as the technical characteristics of the product,
safety regulations, instructions for use, installation instructions or the general and specific
operations of the product. Moreover, a technical translator must deal with problems such as
maintaining the quality and accuracy of the translation, finding equivalent technical terms
in pertinent subject fields, managing large projects. This study investigated the difficulties
encountered and their solutions when translating technical manuals from English to Sinhalese.
The methodology used for this was qualitative, in which twenty technical manuals were written
in English and their translations in Sinhalese. The findings of this study revealed that it is
crucial to create a glossary that contains the English and Sinhala terminology that appears
recurrently in technical manuals in order to make the work easier for translators and to improve
the quality. Furthermore, it was proved that the systematic use of specific technical language
is required, particularly in the translation of technical manuals. A technical translator should
go through the entire manual several times and should be familiar with the flow of the content
and the vocabulary used. Additionally, technical manuals are usually meant for a specific target
or a variety of audiences. Therefore it is essential to understand the audience and the level of
knowledge they have in order to use relatable technical terms. The findings of the current study

should be taken as a guide for translating technical manuals from English to Sinhalese.
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Effectiveness of Using Video Dubbing to Improve the Speaking Skill of
Adult ESL Learners in Colombo District
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Abstract

Speaking is a key skill in language learning, and being capable of communicating fluently in
a foreign language is the main objective for many students. Speaking is the act of transmitting
information between a speaker and a listener. Teaching speaking for ESL (English as a Second
Language) learners is a challenge for English teachers in Sri Lanka due to increased written
language tests, which limit the ability to teach speaking and use L1 language for communication.
Children, compared to adults, are believed to learn a language more easily in non-teaching
situations because of their cognitive abilities. This paper investigates the effectiveness of
using video dubbing to improve the speaking skills of adult ESL learners in the Colombo
district. As audio and visual materials significantly contribute to language acquisition, video
dubbing can improve adult learners’ oral competency. Compared to traditional video, dubbing
enhances pronunciation, intonation, fluency, vocabulary, and grammar. Data was gathered
through classroom observations, a speaking test, and semi-structured interviews. This study
was conducted on twenty adult learners enrolled in a Spoken English course in the Colombo
district. The researcher used observation to observe the integration of video dubbing during
the teaching process and tests to determine the advancement of the students’ speaking,
pronunciation, fluency and grammar during video dubbing integration over eight weeks.
First, the combination of quantitative and qualitative outcomes showed that video-dubbing
assignments were entertaining and might improve English-speaking ability. Second, performing
video-dubbing activities lessened the anxiety of learning a foreign language. The application
of video dubbing in the learning process has significantly affected students' speaking skills

concerning technology, media, and learning.
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A Research on the Chinese Bridge Competition on Improving the Chinese
Proficiency of Sri Lankan College Students: Considering the Participation
of the Confucius Institute at the University of Kelaniya from 2015 to 2022
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Abstract

The Chinese Bridge Proficiency Competition aims to arouse the enthusiasm of students
internationally to learn Chinese and strengthen the world's understanding of the Chinese
language and culture. At present, the competition has become popular among Chinese learners
and has become an important platform for college students globally to learn the Chinese
language and learn about China. Many students from Sri Lankan universities such as Kelaniya,
Colombo, Sabaragamuwa and Ruhuna universities participate in this competition every year,
and most of them represent the University of Kelaniya. This research discusses in-depth about
the significance of the Chinese Bridge Proficiency Competition for Chinese learners around the
world. The primary focus of this research was the examination of the competition experiences
and the improvements of the students who participated and won the competition. The data
required for this research were gathered by interviewing and providing questionnaires to the
students that have won the first five places of this competition from the University of Kelaniya
in each year from 2015 to 2022. Through analysing the data, several observations were made on
how the Chinese Bridge Competition played a major role in improving the students’ academic
skills such as vocabulary, listening and speaking skills, reading and writing skills, and cultural
knowledge. The analysis also found that the opinions on the Chinese Bridge Competition of
the respondents improved during the competition. This research also elaborates suggestions for
future participants that assist them in winning the competition and suggestions to reduce issues

faced in the Chinese bridge competition in Sri Lanka.
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Music for Well-being: A Case Study at an Elderly Home
W.A. Sewwandi'
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Abstract

The field of applied ethnomusicology and music therapy are covered in this pilot study. Applied
ethnomusicology is the approach guided by principles of social responsibility. Basically, applied
ethnomusicology is used to improve the social status of marginalised and underprivileged
people’s situations through the use of music and musical elements. The researcher wanted to
use music with seniors living in an elderly home in the Gampaha district to help them feel at
ease in their new environment. Both study areas are relatively new in Sri Lanka. There were
only male citizens in this elderly home, and few of them were active with their musical choices.
Most of them were between the age of 60 and 70 and they were very lonely, and they would
like to talk with someone. Kenneth Brummel-Smith (Alzheimer’s Disease), Alicia Ann Clair
(Dementia), and Theresa A. Allison are a few researchers to mention who have experience
in this field and have shown many health benefits of music-making with senior citizens. This
research was going through gerontology as well. Gerontology is the study of the process of
ageing and the recognition of problems among the elderly. Using those studies as examples, this
case study was designed using a qualitative research method. Data were collected on weekly
one-hour interactive sessions in the selected setting, participants’ observations, interviews, and

individual discussions.
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The Impact of Chinese Food on the Food Culture and Market in Sri Lanka
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Abstract

China and Sri Lanka are two Asian countries with rich and huge cultural values and heritages.
In those cultural contexts, the food culture possesses a unique place in both countries. This
study was done to study the impact of Chinese food on the food culture and market in Sri
Lanka. The objective of this study was to identify the impact of Chinese food on Sri Lankan
society and the food market. Restaurants and food stalls in the Western Province were used
as the basic sample for this study. This study was based on both primary and secondary data.
To obtain primary data, questionnaires were submitted to a sample of 60 restaurant managers,
and stratified random sampling was used to select them. In addition, ten experts in the field
were interviewed. The collected data were analysed by descriptive statistical methods, factor
analysis, comparative analysis, and qualitative analysis methods. A significant amount of the
food that Sri Lankans eat is consisting Chinese food, and most of them have become popular
among Sri Lankan food lovers without being aware that it is Chinese food. Noodles, chop
suey, sauces, and sweet and sour meats were identified as examples. The analysis confirmed
that Chinese food accounted for 23% of the total sales in all the stores and restaurants selected
for this study and that Chinese food is used as a strategy to attract customers. It is observed
that 91% of those shops sell noodles, 82% chop suey, 100% fried rice, and 71% other Chinese
food. In conclusion, it was found that Chinese food has greatly influenced the market and
food culture in the lives of the people in Sri Lanka. It is apparent that it has both positive and

negative aspects.
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A Study Based on the Importance of Activating Schemata in Teaching
Reading in Lower Secondary ESL Learners
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Department of English Language Teaching

Abstract

Reading is a major skill in the language acquisition process. When teaching reading in a
classroom a teacher should make sure that students have the necessary comprehension in terms
ofthe given text and the context. In an ESL classroom, background knowledge plays a significant
role in promoting the reader to get the information in the process of learning and this role of
background knowledge in language comprehension has been deduced through the Schema
theory. The main aim of this research was to investigate the importance of activating schemata
in teaching reading. Within this research, the data were analysed from a qualitative perspective
and were gathered through classroom observation where the knowledge was tested by giving
a simple test. The same text was given to two student groups; one by activating schemata
along with pre-reading activities, the other without exploring the background knowledge and
information of the selected text. The findings were analysed and discussed based on the impact
of activating schemata in teaching reading and effectiveness in comprehension of a given text.
Thereby, the findings of this research manifest the significance of background knowledge in the
interpretation of texts by showing that schemata can support language proficiency as a factor of

comprehension that is important to consider when teachers teach reading.
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Planning within the Shopping Malls Located in the Heart of Colombo:
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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the implementation of language policy within the selected
shopping malls, ‘One Galle Face’ and ‘Crescat Boulevard,’ located in the capital city of Sri
Lanka, Colombo. Language policy and planning significantly impact language usage as a
part of sociolinguistics, and there may be gaps in language policy and planning in different
settings. According to the current language policy and planning in Sri Lanka, Sinhala and
Tamil are considered the main languages, with English as the link language. The current study
was conducted by following a qualitative method, and data was gathered through interviews
and survey questionnaires. Five shops were randomly selected from each shopping mall
that represent different commercial fields, and the participants were the owners and sales
representatives of the relevant shops. The research results disclosed that English is the most
utilized language within the high-end retail shops in the shopping complexes in Colombo. It
is evident that the selected shops maintain a particular status or image within those contexts,
regardless of the language policy and planning implemented in Sri Lanka. However, further
studies are required to address the linguistic, political, and social problems related to the
use of Sinhala and English as an effective medium of communication. Also, it is required to
examine the identity of Sri Lanka's official languages and how those languages can be related
to the global economic concept. Thus, this study demonstrates how language usage has altered
according to social status, making English (the link language) a dominant language connected

to status planning within the Sri Lankan context.
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A Study on Evaluating the Creative Visual Treatments Used by Influencers
to Promote Sri Lankan Brands on TikTok
S.S.N. De Silva'
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Abstract

TikTok is a fast-growing social media platform based on videos. The concept of TikTok is based
on creating and sharing videos among the target audience focusing on brand awareness. As a
trend, brands are using social media influencers to promote their brands on TikTok. Influencer
marketing is a trending strategy for promoting brands. In social media platforms, an influencer
is a person who has followers by building a reputation for their knowledge and expertise on a
specific topic. Consumers trust influencers more than traditional media advertising. In TikTok
videos, Influencers use some creative visual treatments to raise brand awareness among the target
audience. The objective of this study is to evaluate what creative visual treatments influencers
use to promote Sri Lankan brands on the TikTok platform and if those creative treatments are
effective for brand awareness. This research is predominantly based on a qualitative approach.
It also applies both primary and secondary data gathered under qualitative sources to build
up assumptions and establish some hypotheses. Hence this study methodologically follows
the qualitative research method. Furthermore, data gathered from the interviews will be used
to find out about the creative treatments, influence marketing strategies, and applied in the
TikTok videos. The finding of this study explores what creative visual treatments are used by

influencers for brand promotions and those that actually affect brand awareness.
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A Study on the Viewpoints Held by the Younger Generation Related to the
Attainment of Puberty of a Girl within the Sri Lankan Culture
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Abstract

Biologically puberty of a girl is defined as her first menstruation period. According to the cultural
basis of Sri Lanka this phase is accompanied with different rituals rather than considering it
as a biological phenomenon. The objective of this research was to identify the viewpoint of
the younger generations whether they view. Puberty of a girl as a biological phenomenon. A
qualitative methodology was carried out to collect data for the study. A questionnaire comprised
of three dichotomous questions and a multiple-choice question related to the study was shared
among twenty-one people aged from 17 to 25. 90.5% of the responses agreed to the fact that
puberty of a girl should be considered as a biological phenomenon and 66.7% of the responses
agreed that the customs associated with the puberty of a girl within the Sri Lankan culture can
be performed or not performed depending on one’s personal desire. Thereby after analysing the
responses made, it was concluded that the views held by the younger generation towards the

puberty of a girl were associated with a biological viewpoint rather than a cultural phenomenon.
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A Study on the Influence to Read a Novel After Watching its Respective
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Abstract

A film is a visual representation of a screenplay. A screenplay is a written text which includes
characters, locations, action and dialogues directing the film. The screenplay is a written document
telling a story line. Everything seen and heard in a film are included in the screenplay which
means a film is directed based on its screenplay. All films are produced based on a screenplay.
Some films are produced based on a novel where the storyline, dialogues, characters, locations,
action are all based on the content of the novel. Among the viewers of a novel-based film there
are viewers who had not read the novel at such instances the novel based film gives viewers
a visual summary of the novel. This research was carried out to analyse the influence over its
viewers to read the respective novel after watching its respective film. A qualitative method
was used to collect data for the research it was by sharing a questionnaire of 5 dichotomous
questions randomly among film viewers aged 17 to 25 years. The associated results of the
study showed that 59.3% of the viewers were influenced to read the novel after watching the
respective film. The same study showed that most of the viewers preferred to watch a film and
then read its respective novel. The study also revealed that 52% of viewers often watched the
film then read the novel. Thereby it was concluded that the viewers were influenced to read a

novel after watching its respective film.
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Abstract

The thoughtful awareness on sex, sexuality, sexual health, gender identity, bodily development,
puberty are topics related to sex education. Sex education helps to answer a teenager’s questions
and provide them with proper knowledge on sex education. Yet the questions of a teenager which
are related to sex education are answered only up to a certain extent, leaving them more curious.
An individual equipped with sex education embraces that knowledge over personal desires and
personal choices. Therefore, sex education is deemed to be essential for individuals. Many
of the romantic novels possess detailed contents about sexual intimacy and sexual pleasures.
The objective of this research was to analyse how romantic novels contributed to answer the
unanswered questions on sex education.To collect data for the qualitative study a questionnaire
of 5 questions was shared among both male and female readers aged 17 to 25 years who had
read romantic novels. The questions were prepared in a manner to collect individual responses
through dichotomous questions and finally the results were analysed based on the percentage
of values made on the responses. All the responses made marked the importance of knowledge
on sex education while 80% revealed that they were not well educated on sex education at a
young age. 83.3% of the responses agreed to the fact that they gained new knowledge on sex
education by reading romantic novels. After analysing the responses made by 20 readers it was
concluded that romantic novels provided new knowledge and awareness for its readers on sex

education.
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Abstract

Legal translation is one of the most significant areas in the field of translation. Legal translation
is the translation of language used in legal settings and is used for legal purpose. The documents
may include any type of legal text — court documents, witness statements, birth certificates,
divorce decrees and many more. A translator has a greater responsibility and risk when doing
legal translations compared to other translations as even a minor mistake can cause an immense
damage. This study aimed to recognize the techniques or solutions used by legal translators
from English to Sinhalese and vice versa. Accordingly, qualitative data collecting methods
such as surveys, interviews and observations were used to gather the data in order to conduct
the research. Two interviews were directed with a professional legal translator and a trainee. A
questionnaire was distributed among five professional Sinhala-English legal translators in Sri
Lanka. The findings explored the following challenges: difficulty to find synonyms which are
in common usage, translating unfamiliar words and technical terms, translating long sentences,
knowledge about the subject field, certain words in the glossary which are not up-to-date,
certain terms that give a completely different meaning in everyday use and the legal translator’s
adherence to strict deadlines. The research recommends some solutions to overcome these
issues: many problems are solved with the use of glossaries, seeking help from subject experts
and using words that are up-to-date. By using these methods, a legal translator will be able to

avoid the problems that arise in the translation of legal documents.
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Evading the Challenges of Interpretation
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Abstract

Interpretation is one of the most challengeable professions in the translation professional
sector, and professionally certified interpreters encounter various challenges while engaging
in their career. This study aimed to observe the aforementioned challenges experienced by
the interpreters and the solutions that can be implemented to overcome those challenges.
During further discussions, the study allows the readers to acknowledge the ways to
improve interpretation skills. Accordingly, primary data collection methods such as personal
observations, interviews and questionnaires were used to gather qualitative data in order to
conduct the research. Two interviews were directed with a professionally certified interpreter
and a trainee. A questionnaire was distributed among three professional Sinhala-English
interpreters and two professional Tamil-English interpreters in Sri Lanka. The findings
explored four major challenges that interpreters face while interpreting, namely, inability to
hear the speaker, deficiency of cultural knowledge, lack of preparation, and interpreting jokes,
humour and sarcasm. Through observation and analysis, it was clarified that the mentioned
challenges could be solved through continuing to implement active listening, keeping up-to-
date on cultural trends, and being prepared and composing essential materials on the topics
that would be discussed or presented by the speaker, before participating in the meeting or
the conference. Furthermore, it was clarified that these challenges could be avoided by the
interpreters, especially by the trainees, through continuous practice, vocabulary building and
lifetime learning. Eventually, it was concluded that the profession of interpretation is a much
challengeable career and that may have been the reason for the decreased number of interpreters

compared to the translators in the island.
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Abstract

The Funny Boy movie (2020) was adapted for the screen by renowned Indian-Canadian director
Deepa Mehta, from a 1994 novel by Sri Lankan-Canadian author Shyam Selvadurai. The film
is based on a young Tamil boy called Arjun Chelvaratnam or Arjie who is trying to accept his
homosexuality while being in a heteronormative family. The film also depicts the escalating
tensions between the Tamil and Sinhalese majority in the 1970s and 80s. Every person in
this world has the right to enjoy their human rights and it has been confirmed by the United
Nations in the UDHR. In addition, it has been ensured that the government is bound to protect
human rights by the Fundamental Rights Act of the Constitution of Sri Lanka. Despite this, the
government of the time in 1970-80 was unable to protect the right of the Tamil people, a minority
nation in Sri Lanka, to live freely. Their human rights were violated. Also, social problems
arose due to the failure to accept the homosexual identity as a society. Deepa created all the
mentioned matters in her movie, and it managed to create a discourse in society. Therefore, this
study primarily analyses the method used by her to present the violation of human rights in her
cinema, in order to understand the creative potential, she seeks. The methodology used was the
film Funny Boy as primary data for content analysis and other research papers, journal articles
and documentary films along with questionnaires and interviews as secondary data. According
to this study, it is clear that she has logically and creatively presented human rights violations

through her work that no one can deny.
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Abstract

Language policies have been implemented over the years to achieve a planned conversion in
language use in one or more communities. In Sri Lanka, this language policy, also known as
the Trilingual policy, has been established, yet the practical implementation in different sectors
varies. This research aims to examine the contribution of the trilingual policy towards the
usage of English and studies how the systemized implementation of language policies help to
obtain a job in the government banking sector in Sri Lanka. Accordingly, our research sample
included 50 Bank of Ceylon employees working in the Bank of Ceylon, Southern Province, Sri
Lanka. This study applies a mixed approach which includes both quantitative and qualitative
data collected via surveys and interviews from the non-probability research sample mentioned
above. Hence, this study helps to identify the importance of executing the use of English starting
from the education system as it is becoming a universally accepted qualification to apply for
a job in Sri Lanka. Learning English as a subject in school curriculum is not adequate and the
usage of English language among Sinhala and Tamil speakers should be improved as they face
many challenges when facing an interview due to the incompetency in English language usage.
The research study has also succeeded in proposing solutions to the barriers in gaining a job
due to language competency as discovered through the survey. To compile the research, the
lack of previous research based on the effect of the language policy and planning in Sri Lanka
towards the banking sector was a challenge. Nevertheless, this research discovered that within
the Sri Lankan Government banking sector, in this case the Bank of Ceylon, English performs
a function greater than as a link language when getting a job in the government banking sector

and English language fluency will be a plus point for any interviewee to secure the job.
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Abstract

Sri Lanka has an increasing number of Japanese language learners who often travel to Japan
for higher education and work. To live and communicate in another country, it is necessary to
have a good cross-cultural understanding. Accordingly, gratitude plays an important position
in each country as a social value. We usually express gratitude to the people who help us. The
feelings of gratitude can vary from person to person. This research is to understand whether the
university students of Sri Lanka and Japan have same or different feelings of gratitude when they
receive a favour from a friend, in addition to comparison on the basis of gender and the quality
of the favour. The author collected and analysed the data by a pilot questionnaire targeting
twenty university students from each country. The questionnaire had three scenarios based on
the quality of the favour while there were questions under each scenario on gratitude feelings
of indebtedness, social motivation, emotions, regret of bothering, deepening of the bond with
friend. The results were measured according to the highest number of responses. Based on the
findings, Japan seems to have higher feelings of indebtedness and regret of bothering while Sri
Lankans have a higher number in social motivation and deepening of the friendship. Emotions
are mostly similar in both countries. There is no significant difference on the basis of gender
and some differences can be seen on quality of the favour. Through the study the researcher
understood that the feelings of gratitude are important when helping each other for successful
communication. The researcher enhanced the cross-cultural understanding for a better living

and communication for the Sri Lankans and Japanese.
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Abstract

This study is based on an investigation of the costume designs and patterns in the Black Panther
2 movie that enrich the ancient African-American tribes in the modern world. Black Panther
costume designer Ruth E. Carter tried to bring the African-American tribe costumes into the
modern world. The research findings revealed that the costume designer of the movie Black
Panther 2: Wakanda Forever, R. E. Carter, has infused her ideas with an aesthetic sense that
combines African myths with modern science fiction in Black Panther. Carter has developed
a complex and fascinating cinematic environment with her creative designs using handcrafted
and 3D-printed accessories, traditional African equipment, and also modern, sophisticated
equipment that is suitable for the multidimensional world of a king. In the movie, the general’s
uniforms have beautiful armor inspired by South African jewelry. Moreover, we get a good
look at the sacred geometry of African design, like the hidden triangles throughout T’Challa’s
(Black Panther) suit. Also, Carter has used modern gadgets and patterns in Black Panther
and all of his tribe’s costumes to bring that technological and futuristic sense into the movie.
Throughout all of these methods and techniques that Carter has used, research reveals that
Carter’s effort to bring the African-American tribe costumes into the modern, futuristic world

was very successful, and she has brought a mix of the ancient and modern world’s costumes.
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Abstract

Ba Jin has a significant influence on the Chinese literary world and is an excellent master of
language art. His representative work ‘Family” has Ba Jin’s unique language features in the
language. ‘Family’ is the story of an aristocratic Chinese family at the beginning of the 20th
century. It describes the history of the feudal family systematically and deeply, reflecting the
social reality at that time. Ba Jin’s novel ‘family’ has distinctive artistic characteristics in terms
of character processing, narrative art and language. Among Ba Jin’s many novels, the ‘Torrent
trilogy’ composed of three novels ‘Family’, ‘Spring’ and ‘Autumn’ is the highest achievement
and the most influential masterpiece of them. The first ‘Family’ is not only the first monument
set up Ba Jin on the road of literature but also one of the best realistic masterpieces in the
history of modern Chinese literature, with distinct features. The main purpose of this study
is to describe the language characteristics of the novel ‘Family’. Ba Jin’s novel “Family” has
created many distinct language characteristics. This paper analyses the language characteristics
of Ba Jin’s ‘Family’. The language of ‘Family’ also reflects the unique style of Ba Jin’s works.
The vocabulary used in the novel is very rich and diverse and the vocabulary representing
feudal ranks shows a distinct colour of the times, use of daily life vocabulary and dialects also
reflects typical regional and colloquial colours. Ba Jin uses many idioms in novel ‘Family’.
Aijiao (2010) researched the language of the novel ‘Family’ by Ba Jin. The study explores
the language features in the novel ‘Family’ including the rich vocabulary, to express the
inner strong emotions and thoughts, pay attention to the choice of various words in different
environments. Pan Yongfu (2020) researched a language and literature in Ba Jin’s English-
translated novel ‘Family’. This article discusses the characteristics of the language art in the
English translation of the masterpieces ‘Family’ from the perspective of language and literature.
Wang Yihan (2018) conducted a research on the artistic features of Ba Jin’s novel ‘Family’.
The article discusses the characterization, narrative style and language characteristics of the
novel ‘Family’ by Ba Jin .The study is based on secondary data such as books, theses, articles,
and websites. Through the analysis of the language characteristics of ‘Family’, it shows the
entire feudal society, culture, and education of that time. This research provides information
about the unique language featured in Ba Jin’s novel ‘Family’. The research further analyses

the writing styles of Ba Jin.
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Identifying reasons for the Lack of Enthusiasm in Chinese Language Major
Students of the University of Kelaniya to Face the HSK Examination
W.H.C Jayawickrama!

Department of Modern Languages

Abstract

The Chinese language has become increasingly important in the world with the rapid
development of China and China's economy. Accordingly, Chinese language learning has been
popular all over the world. Sri Lanka is one of the south Asian countries that is interested in
learning Chinese as a foreign language. Due to the tendency of learning the Chinese language,
there is a standardized test of Chinese language proficiency for non-native speakers such as
foreign students. It is called the HSK examination. This research aimed to identify reasons for
the lack of enthusiasm in Chinese Language major students at the University of Kelaniya to face
the HSK examination and introduce effective strategies to enhance their enthusiasm towards
taking the examination. Moreover, this study examines the advantages of this examination,
questionnaire and face to face interview method was used in order to gather required data for
the research. This research was conducted in collaboration with the Chinese major second
and third-year undergraduates of the University of Kelaniya, who have not participated in the
HSK examination. They were provided a questionnaire and a face-to-face interview was held
with them. The study revealed that these undergraduates are not enthusiastic to face the HSK
examination because of some reasons such as financial issues, exam anxiety, less awareness
of the examination and not having a proper idea about importance and value of it. As an
effective strategy, awareness programs can be conducted to explain the importance of the HSK
examination. Similarly, the facts such as how it will be useful when doing a Master’s degree

and applying for scholarships, career life and its international recognition should be explained.
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‘Man Up? Sexist!’; Analysing Employment and Significance of Humour in
Critiquing Sexism in Brooklyn Nine-Nine TV Series
Hiruni Udumulla Arachchi'

Department of English

Abstract

The TV series attempt to address prominent social issues like sexism through the use of
humour. The key concepts, societal role and purpose of comedy, along with the identification
of primary functions of jokes by Freud and incongruity in comedy by Critchley, are employed
to demonstrate the significance of comedy in non-threateningly unveiling institutionalised and
internalised sexism. The concept of incongruity in the "charged comedy" explores the humorous
yet powerful disparities between ideal expectations or situations and tragic reality in the TV
series to showcase the challenges faced by women in male-dominated industries. The double
standard and high expectations faced by the female sergeants, the plight of female victims of
sexual assault cases and the traditional identification of women in relation to the male gender
are portrayed and criticised through humorous yet powerful incongruities and disparities in
the TV series. The research aims to analyse the employment and significance of humour in
critiquing taboo subjects and as a benign approach to powerfully demonstrate sexism in the TV
series with relation to Freud's societal role and purpose of comedy, identification of primary

functions of jokes and Critchley’s emphasis on the importance of incongruity in comedy.
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An Analysis of how English as the Medium of Instruction Affects the
Academia of Undergraduates in the Faculty of Business, University of
Moratuwa
K.D. Samarawikrama, M. W. Ilangarathne, P. G. K. G. Gamage', R. D. C. Hansani,
R.W. H. M. Abenanda
Department of English Language Teaching

Abstract

The mode of instruction should be comprehensible to whom it is instructed. Deciding which
medium to be implemented for instruction depends on the language policies prevailing in a
particular context. Adhering to the constitutionally implemented language policy, Sinhala
and Tamil being the official languages while English being the lingua franca in the university
academia, can lead to language barriers. Thus, this research investigates whether academic
tribulations are caused by the abrupt changes in the mode of instruction from an official language
to the lingua franca English while moving from secondary to tertiary education. Accordingly,
the challenges caused by English being the mode of instruction faced by the undergraduates
in the Department of Industrial Management of the Faculty of Business at the University of
Moratuwa, were investigated. Randomly selected 25 undergraduates from the third year were
surveyed using a Google questionnaire that included open and close-ended questions, and two
randomly selected participants were interviewed through video conferencing. The collected
data were analysed through a mixed research method by inductive thematic analysis. As the
findings of the study, it was proved that the majority of undergraduates prefer English medium
instruction regardless of their communication mismatches. For the supplemental research
purposes, it would be more significant to investigate a larger learner cohort to improve the
generalizability. Thus, the research concludes that both positive and negative insights have

been raised regarding English as the mode of instruction in the related context.
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A Discourse Analysis of the Differences in Writing between
Ten EFL/ESL Students in Sri Lanka
D. Lorensuhewa!

Department of English Language Teaching

Abstract

Written texts are considered an imperative aspect that needs to be analysed using discourse
analysis to identify the techniques used and evaluate the content to provide the students with
proper feedback for their writing. Cohesion, coherence, clause relations and text patterns
are all parts of written discourse analysis. This paper, therefore, aimed to shed some light
on the analysis of ten short pieces of writing written by ten primary five ESL/EFL students
from France, Russia, Switzerland, Southern Province Sri Lanka, and Northern Province Sri
Lanka currently pursuing their education in English in Sri Lanka. It also aimed to discuss the
possibility of applying discourse analysis to evaluate language differences and derive solutions
to overcome language errors made by those students when writing under the influence of their
first language. This study applied a qualitative approach to data gathered by reviewing the
short pieces written by ten primary five ESL/EFL students at Galle International College,
Southern Province, Sri Lanka, a non-probability research sample. The research was initiated
by reviewing related literature about the meaning of cohesion, coherence, cohesive devices,
and text patterns, followed by reasons for choosing discourse analysis and the selected texts in
particular. Following this, a qualitative and discourse analysis of the ten written texts and the
possibility of applying written discourse analysis in English language teaching for ESL students
and evaluating was presented. An evaluation of the proposed solutions for the language errors
made by EFL/ESL students derived from the analysis gathered by the discourse analysis was
also provided. It was found that applying written discourse analysis in teaching written texts
can increase what to expect in writing texts and the ability to write coherently, therefore, easily

readable.
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Translating Cultural Terms in Literary Texts Retaining Authenticity
Yashodya Bandaranayake'

Department of Linguistics

Abstract

In literary translation, translating culture-related terms is a crucial difficulty encountered by
translators. Since translation bridges the gap between two distinct cultures that speak two
different languages, transferring the accurate idea carried by a term, especially a culture-related
term, to the target audience is crucial. This study aimed to deal with the cultural terms in
the novel Lay Bare the Roots, the English translation of Martin Wickramasinghe’s apé gama.
Accordingly, the methods of applying the cultural terms which appeared in the source text
when translating them into English were analysed. It was observed during the analysis that
cultural terms encompassing some key areas were highlighted, primarily related to Buddhism,
folk exorcism and traditional food. It was observed that translating procedures, including
annotation, borrowing and direct translation, were applied by the translator in transferring such
cultural terms into English. However, it was further observed that applying the original term
when translating, followed by an annotation, is the procedure used frequently to retain the
authenticity of the context related to the cultural terms. Thus, it is evident that even though
direct translations had been provided in some instances where the relevant cultural terms were
replaced with appropriate English terms, ‘annotation’ could be considered the most common
and relevant procedure to retain the authenticity of the source texts since the target audience
will be able to comprehensively refer to the original terms belonging to a different culture and

language through that.
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A Comparison between the Chinese Mythical Bird Phoenix
and Sri Lankan Mythical Bird Chanda Kinnara
S.M. Kavindi Pabasara Samarakoon'

Department of Modern Languages

Abstract

Both China and Sri Lanka have their own mythologies. Chinese phoenix bird and Sri Lankan
mythical bird Chanda kinnara are great examples of those mythologies. Sri Lankan Chanda
Kinnara bird takes the shape of a half bird and half human. The Chinese phoenix is an immortal
bird that is as large as an eagle and has a beautiful voice. It represents the peacefulness of
the country, and it is said that this bird can transform into a human whenever it needs to.
In both countries, writers and poets mentioned those mythical animals in their works. It has
been mentioned in ancient Sri Lankan books that the male bird of Chanda kinnara can sing
and play wasdandu, a local musical instrument and that its female bird can dance. Phoenix
is one of China's most important mythical creatures that represent Chinese culture. Chinese
people use the symbol of this phoenix bird in bridal dresses and jewellery designed for wedding
ceremonies. In China’s Shang dynasty, the phoenix image has been commonly used as a burial
symbol. However, in Sri Lankan society, Chanda kinnara, originating in Indian culture, has
not been used as a cultural symbol. Carvings and paintings of this mythical bird have been
found in Buddhist temples and ancient places in Sri Lanka, whereas paintings and statues of the
phoenix have been found in emperors’ palaces and temples in China. In both countries, many
poems, songs, stories, movies, stage dramas and teledramas containing these mythical birds
can be found. However, the Chinese phoenix bird represents the Chinese culture more strongly
than the Sri Lankan Chanda kinnara does. This research aims to examine the difference and

similarities between these two mythical birds.
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An Analysis of the Application of Minimalism into Sri Lankan
Film Posters
A.R.Chandula Deshanjalee Dedunupitiya'
Department of Fine Arts

Abstract

Minimalism art is an aesthetic and intellectual tendency that discards extra or unwanted things
by demonstrating only the essential qualities. This tendency occurred in the United States of
America during the first half of the 1960s. Minimalism is a technology which can also be used in
the production of films. Therefore, this art can be used for visuals, stories, plots, sound designs,
and movie posters. Even though the film industry in Sri Lanka has a downturn compared to
the other film industries in the world, more creative films have been created in the Sri Lankan
film industry. The lack of creativity can be identified as one of the areas for improvement in
Sri Lankan film marketing materials. There were various occasions when different aesthetic
approaches were used in designing film posters in Sri Lanka. Among them, it is scarce to find a
film poster creation in Sri Lanka that has taken a minimalist approach. This research study will
analyse the minimalist approach used in film marketing materials in Sri Lanka. The research
method is that fifty films have been taken into the analysis, given that ten films from each year
for the past 05 years, to analyse the content analysis method of each film poster. The findings
of this study will demonstrate how far the minimalist approach has been used in the Sri Lankan
film industry for creations and how appropriate it is to use minimalist designs for future film
posters that will be used in the industry. As the minimalist design used in the Sri Lankan film
posters has a low level or is yet to be used, the minimalist approach in creating film posters for

promoting Sri Lankan films will be analysed in this research.
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A Study of how Director Ryan Coogler Used Modern Technology to Bring
Underwater Scenes in the Movie Black Panther 2
Nisangi Rammandala'

Department of Fine Arts

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to find out the techniques that are used to design underwater
costumes of the Black Panther 2: Wakanda Forever movie. Research based on the information
taken from research papers and articles and the interview transcripts The study reveals that
Coogler was able to find a method to bring modern technology into underwater filming. He
brought sophisticated gadgets that are used to breathe and swim in those traditional underwater
costumes in the movie. They have a little inspiration of the costumes of the people in Wakanda,
but moreover, the Talokanil tribe costumes are much different. Coogler attached wings and
floating equipment to the Talokanil costumes. It brings underwater filming alive, even though
there are so many fighting and action scenes. Talokanil people, with their look and intricate
costumes grounded in historic Mayan and Aztec influences while featuring elements that reveal
the kingdom's advancements and technology. We can see they have used so many techniques
and fair methods to include modernity in those ancient underwater costumes throughout the
movie. It addresses the fact that the effort they have put into this work has been fruitful and has

gained massive success for the movie itself.
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The Development of Spiritual Tourism
to Create Sri Lanka a Destination Image among German Tourists
Uthpala Ranasinghe!

Department of Modern Languages

Abstract

A twig of tourism; Spiritual tourism is getting vital in a fast-paced world, where people
go on holiday for further than just relaxation, to seek and take a break from their stressful
and materialistic lives by trying to find a work-rest balance. Sri Lanka, home to a wealth
of natural, warm weather, the golden sands or lush green mountains, cultural and religious
sites including World Heritage spots, holistic Ayurveda treatment and Meditation and yoga
retreats, has an immense probability of uplifting spiritual tourism whilst making the country
a coveted destination. On the other side, Harald Schwillus and Markus Globisch (2022:19)
have indicated that visiting churches and monasteries, Monastery-gardens are in third place
among vacation activities of Germans after walks and hikes. Although it is indeed implicit
in developing tourism in Sri Lanka in a sustainable way through spiritual tourism as in
India, attention needs to be paid by the applicable authorities and professionals hardly. Thus,
this research aimed to yield the potential of developing Spiritual Tourism and suggestions
to create Sri Lanka a destination image among Germans whilst changing the characteristics
of spiritual tourism that attract German tourists. The researcher used Qualitative Analysis
Method in collecting data to achieve the objectives. Expert-Interviews and the distribution of
questionnaires were the main research methods used. Three companies from three different
categories, a Destination Management Company, a Retreat Hotel, an Institute for Spiritual
Tourism, further a German yoga teacher in Sri Lanka, were interviewed. To get the point of
view of the German tourists, two Destination Management Companies and one Spirit Acting
Coach in Germany were interviewed. In addition, questionnaires were distributed among 10-
15 Germans. Moreover, secondary data were gathered through books and scholarly articles.
The research findings indicate that although Sri Lanka is rich in spiritual values and having the
probability of solid attractiveness for German Tourists, there is a lower footing of tourist visits
for Spiritual Purposes in Sri Lanka. Moreover, it was brought to light that most of the German
Tourists have experienced the natural beauty of Sri Lanka through culture and holistic values,
not the true essence of spirituality. Hence, it is recommended to pay more attention to resources

and to create Sri Lanka as a destination among Germans.
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Difficulties Faced by First-Year French Language Undergraduates
in Listening and Speaking Activities
H.W. Pinsari Saubhagya'

Department of Modern Languages

Abstract

To be fluent in a particular language, a language learner should acquire the four competencies
in a language; writing, reading, speaking and listening. At the university level, French language
students follow activities related to all four competencies. Only students who pass the French
language for the Advanced level examination are eligible to study French at the University
of Kelaniya. However, most of them need more expertise in the two major competencies,
speaking and listening comprehension, although they have done the subject for at least two
years in grades twelve and thirteen at school. The students face numerous challenges in
speaking and listening activities in their first year of university. The researcher assumes that the
lack of engagement in speaking and listening activities before the university entrance can be a
reason that decelerates a student’s progress in speaking and listening comprehension in the first
year of university. The primary objective of the present study was to examine the difficulties
faced by first-year French language students when they are engaged in speaking and listening
comprehension tasks for the first time at the university. Therefore, the research was carried out
among first-year undergraduates to identify the nature of the difficulties they face and find out
their reasons. Accordingly, the study provides suggestions on how the students can improve the
two competencies; speaking and listening. Based on the difficulties they faced, the researcher
would also recommend focusing on all four language competencies at the Advanced Level,

which will positively impact the students’ language proficiency.
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A Critical Study on the Impact of the Religion and Ethnicity in Sri Lanka
towards the Nationality of Sinhalese
Ven. Pahatharawe Sumiththa Dewa'

Department of Pali and Buddhist Studies

Abstract

Ethnicities and religions in Sri Lanka can be divided into several categories. About 70% of Sri
Lankans are Theravada Buddhists, and about 15% are Hindus. Of the remaining population, 10%
follow Islam, and 7% follow Christianity. According to Galuk Poll survey reports, Sri Lanka is
ranked third among the countries with the highest religious and national diversity. Despite the
religion they follow, 99% of Sri Lankans consider religion to be an essential part of their daily
activities. Sri Lankan identity is inseparable from the popular and political imagination, and the
country’s discourses on religion, nationhood, self-determination and autonomy are pervasive.
This religious and communalism between Tamil, Muslims, Hindu Christians and other ethnic
groups became the basis for sectarian and racist conflicts in the country. By the 1950s, the
issue of religion and nationality had become a broader crisis due to linguistic nationalism and
the ‘only Sinhala’ language policy, and the ethnic war between the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) and the Sri Lankan state, which ended in 2019 militarily, resulted in the fact that
ethnicity and religion are a cause for problems. The ensuing riots against the Muslim minority
led to religious tensions and violence by nationalist and bigoted Buddhist groups (Beruwala,
Digana and Theldeniya), which was a turning point and paved the way for Islamist attacks
leading up to the 21 April 2019 Easter attacks. Today, Sri Lankans are in a post-war era. Thus,
they should engage in political, religious and social studies. This is because, today, it has been
proven that inciting ethnic and religious conflicts in Sri Lanka is done to maintain political
supremacy. These interfaith discussions and conferences will lead to a better society and a
united Sri Lanka. This research aims to highlight the Buddhist teachings that can be applied to

prevent religious and ethnic conflicts.
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Employability of Translation Graduates in Sri Lanka
H.M.L.V. Wanninayake'

Department of Linguistics

Abstract

The Sri Lankan higher education sector faces critical situations regarding the employability of
graduates. Most university graduates tend to remain unemployed or underemployed, and some
need to know how to proceed with their studies after graduating. This situation is a significant
issue for some graduates, particularly in the field of Translation Studies. Being unaware of
the advantages of a Bachelor’s degree and unknowing how to continue with further higher
education levels can be the cause of the issue. This study aimed to identify the grounds for
graduates not getting employed and discover the solutions to the problem. The research was
based on primary and secondary resources collected through surveys, reviews of e-books, journal
articles, magazine articles and textbooks. The finding of this study showed that all graduates
must have a proper sense of the needs of the degree they follow, the plot of their future studies
and the modern employee skills that every professional needs to succeed in the contemporary
workplace and job market. It is concluded that, in the current job market, employers are more
concerned with soft skills, hard skills and attitudes rather than the knowledge the graduates
possess. Accordingly, for that reason, graduates’ management skills, practical knowledge,
positive attitude, analytical ability, dedication to work, communication and IT skills are among
the highly concerned factors of employers. Graduates must focus on the skills highly needed

for their field in the modern workplace.
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Thucydides’ Voice in the Modern World: An Overview of the Modern
Interpretations of Thucydides’ Cause of the Peloponnesian War
Mabheshi Sandunika Jaythissa'

Department of Western Classical Culture and Christian Culture

Abstract

In modern scholarship, Thucydides’ work has become a masterpiece of the fifth-century BC
political dimensions. Taking human conduct as the master of their destiny rather than the divine
agencies, he analysed the cause of the Peloponnesian war, how the fear engendered in Sparta by
Athenian growth ‘made war inevitable’. This research examined how modern writers look at the
work of Thucydides from different angles. Taking a few prominent interpretations of modern
writers such as Donald Kagan, S. N. Jaffe, and Mark Fisher, their focus on the idea of realism
in Thucydides’ real reason for the war was analysed. Finally, the way political polarization
which brought Athens and Sparta into the war was examined to provide insight into the field
of international relations. Thereby, it is evident that Thucydides’ account is actually a scientific

history that is pertinent today.
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Has the Sinhalese Dubbed Harry Potter Done Justice to the Original Harry
Potter?
A Comparative Study on Translating Cultural and Magical Terms Related to the Movie
Harry Potter and Philosopher’s Stone
Dinuka Saman Kumari', Sandali Wijesinge, Udari de Silva
Department of Linguistics

Abstract

Translation is the communication of the meaning of a source text by means of an equivalent
target text. Audiovisual translation, which plays a significant role in the process of localizing
international works of art, is one of the youngest members of the field of translation. As
dubbing is the most familiar approach to bringing them to the local audience, the objective of
this research was to examine the cultural and magical terms in the hallmark Harry Potter and
Philosopher’s Stone movie that has been translated into the Sinhalese language as to whether
the movie mentioned above has been effectively dubbed into the target language. Firstly, the
researchers extracted some parts of the original movie and identified the cultural and magical
terms. Then, their Sinhalese equivalents were observed. When comparing the original English
movie with its Sinhalese dubbed version, it was observed that although cultural terms had
been translated safely, some magical terms had been misinterpreted. It was realized that the
translator had not used equivalent terms for every cultural term. Nevertheless, they have not
affected the original context and have ideally linked with the target culture. However, it seemed
that the translator had not succeeded when translating magical terms to the expected extent.
Since magical terms are iconic symbols which make the Harry Potter series peculiar from
others, those words should have been translated with more effort without omitting, neglecting,
or generalizing them. Additionally, it was observed that the dubbed version has localized and
simplified the terms to suit the target audience, i.e. children. The mentioned translation errors
and decisions have quite affected the original movie. Apart from that, it should be noted that
it has succeeded in providing an acceptable dubbed version to the audience, and the Sinhala

dubbed version of Harry Potter has done justice to the original Harry Potter to some extent.
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An Analytical Study of The Role of Morphemes in Word Formation in the
Hindi Language
K.M.H.S.Konara!
Department of Hindi Studies

Abstract

Phonology, morphology, syntax and semantics are four significant components of linguistics,
in which the study of a language and its grammatical structure is carried on. Among these
four components, morphology holds an essential position in studying a new language, as
the whole grammatical structure of a language is analysed through morphology. The field of
study of morphology begins with the study of morphemes. In studying the internal structure
of words, Morpheme is considered the smallest unit of words, which have a meaning but
cannot be further divided. As much as the knowledge of vocabulary and grammar is essential
in learning a new language for communication, it is also important to know how the words
we use to make sentences are constructed in that language. Therefore, the present study was
conducted to determine how words are constructed by a single morpheme or by connecting
two or more morphemes. This study aimed to identify the types of morphemes, the methods of
word formation by combining morphemes and their influence in changing the words into terms
in a sentence in the Hindi language. The study was conducted using the analytical method
of qualitative research methodology. Dictionaries, Hindi grammar books, Linguistic books,
relevant research articles and websites were referred to as secondary data for this study. The
outcome of the present study shows the types of morphemes according to morphology and how

the words are constructed using those types of morphemes in the Hindi language.
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